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s ent, and the Post Office Department, had 
eee ties opposed to the administration. With 
\| majorities opposer <r ate 
ils veard to the Committee on Military Affairs being 
. posed of eight: friends of the administration, 
hs »4 one member of the opposition, he presumed it 
he - altogether accidental. He observed it was in 
mn ordance with the previous practice of the 
House, as it was precisely in the same situation 
7 which it had been in for the last four years, and 
nd + had never before heard any complaint in rela- 
| ‘on { it. But the gentleman from Massachusetts 
re 4urged another objection against this commit- 
of toe. apd that objection was, that there were eight 
’ ’ its members taken from the southern States, and 
af nly one left to take charge of the peculiar inte- 
. esis of the northern States. Now if the gentleman 
. would look into the organization of the other com- 
kh mitiees, he would find the same objections to lie 
7 against them. : 
“How was it with the Committee of Ways and 
: Means? Out of the nine members of that commit- 
. tee, there was only one member, the gentleman 
at som Ohio, (Mr. Hamer) to take care of the inte- 
rests of the whole valley of the Mississippi and 
- Ohio. How is it with regard to the committee of 
©) BB which the gentleman from Massachusetts himself 
7 ;: chairman—the Committee on Manufactures; a 
y committee whose measures affect all branches of 
id jndustry in the country? Seven of its members 
to jivein the northerh States, and four of that seven 
in the New England States, while the whole of the 
" southern States had but one person on it to repre- 
m sent their interests. How is it with regard to the 
tae Committee on Naval Affairs and the Committee on 
Commerce? « The western States have nota single 
;) member on the Committee on Naval Affairs, or 
. the Committee on Commerce, to represent their 
on interests. 
" But could not the gentleman from Massachusetts 
a see the fallacy of these objections? There were 
of uly nine embers on each committee, and there 
nd ere twenty-six States in the Union; so that it was 
ed natural consequence that at least seventeen States 
ad must be unrepresented on each committee. There 
3 as, therefore, nothing in the objection. He would 
he ext call the attention of the gentleman to the 
as ommittee on Roads and Canals, a committee so 
le intimately connected with the great question of 
te internal improvements. ‘That committee stands 
nd seven to two, and only one of its number to take 
et care of the interests of the ten States in the South 
fe and Southwest. That committee, too, stands in 
. regard te the administration in precisely the same 
aw situation as the Committee on Military Affairs. 
is The gentleman from Massachusetts on yesterday 
it said that, during the last long session of Congress, 
2 a resolution was adopted calling on the late Presi- 
he dent of the United States to lay before Congress a 
1 statement in relation to the late Creek war; and 
he that no answer was returned by the President. On 
x this morning, however, the gentleman had corrected 
0, this statement, but had again fallen into an error. 
ed The gentleman had said that the resolution was 
Hh answered by the President within a day or two of 
be ‘the end of the session. Now, if the gentleman 
45 Would consult the journal, he will find that this 
sie communication was sent in on the 14th day of 
to ebruary ; that it was only a report in part; and 
ie that the commissioners appointed by the President 
rd ‘omake the necessary examinations were engaged 
it in the further prosecution of the inquiry ; and Mr. 
re, McK. understood that they were now in this city, 
ith He P'eparing a report, to be laid before Congress at 
he is next regular session. 
10 The resolution offered by the gentleman from 
es) Ime Virginia (Mr. Wise) proposes an inquiry into the 
ai- Me “Auses of delay and expenditure in the prosecution 
the ol the Florida war. Now, that gentleman will re- 
all collect that, daring a former Congress, he submit- 
of i “*d a resolution calling for information from the 
on rtments relative to this identical subject. On the 
v1 fe 24 0f May, it would be found by referring to the 


journals, that a resolution was adopted, on motion 
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ol the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise.) cal- 
ling on the President to communicate to the House 
all measures taken to suppress Indian hostilities 
in Florida, and also to communicate the causes of 
such hostilities. It would also be found that on 
the twenty-sixth, the President senta report from the 
Secretary of War on the subject: on the twenty- 
seventh, an additional report, and on the third of 
June, a supplemental report on the same subject; 
therefore there were three reports made in answer to 
this resolution, giving al! the information in ‘rela- 
tion to the causes of tne war, and the means taken 
to suppress Indian hostilities. 

Mr. WISE said he knew that this report did 
not contain all the information in possession of 
the Department. He would, not say by what an- 
thority he knew this; but the late Secretary of War 
himself, knew by what authority he (Mr. Wise) 
knew that he did not communicate to this House 
all the information in his possession. 

Mr. McKAY resumed. That did not affect what 
he was going to say. The gentleman says all the 
information was not communicated. That was 
extraordinary. He did not pretend to say that the 
gentleman had not good grounds for making the 
assertion; but let us look to the terms of the resolu- 
tion. They were, that the President be requested 
to communicate all the measures taken for the sup- 
pression of Indian hostilities, and all the informa- 
tion relative to the causes o* those hostilities. Now, 
if what was stated by the gentleman from Virginia 
was true, it would form a grave matter of inquiry 
for the House to take notice of, and it would be 
called upon to institute some inquiry into the con- 


, duct of the late Secretary of War, in consequence 


of this dereliction of duty. But would the House 
suppose that the Secretary was so very regardless 
of his official duty as nct to comply with the order 
of the House, requiring him to communicate all 
the information in regard to the causes of this war? 

Mr. WISE said he would now state by what 
authority he Spoke. Sir, said Mr. W. the Secre- 
tary of War, unless his messenger told a falsehood, 
did, before he answered that’ very call, send a 
gentleman to me with certain papers marked con- 
fidential. They ‘vere submitted to me, and I 
know it upon this information. I read them, and 
the question was put to me, “do you want these 
papers?” My reply was, that I wanted all relating 
to the subject. 

Mr. McKAY rose to resume, when, 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the Hotise 
proceeded to the orders of the day. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
giving a statement of the number of bushels of 
wheat, barley, oats, rye, and other grain and bread- 
stuffs, imported into the United States during the 
last twelve years; which, on motion of Mr. WHIT- 
TLESEY of Ohio, was ordered to lie on the table 
and be pririted. 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
ths “bill to authorize the issuing of Treasury 
notes,” being the substitute reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

The question pending was on the amendment of 
Mr. RueEtr, as stated heretofore, [to strike out the 
provisions for bearing interest, etc.] 

Mr. BELL opposed the bill, and asked what 
compromise had been effected between the party in 
nower and certain gentlemen now giving it their 
zealous and earnest support. The present bill he 
regarded as a part of the great scheme to carry on 
the war against the institutions of the country, as 
they have been fostered for the last thirty or forty 
years. It was, in effect, not only in itself a mea- 
sure levelled against the credit system of the coun- 
try, but it was itself providing the means to carry 
on that war. On this point he dwelt at great 
length, going largely into the general policy and 
measures of the administration, and also entered 
into a variety of details and statements to sustain 

| his argument of the non-necessity of this bill. He 
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maintained that it was the first step to the esta- 
blishment of a Government or Treasury bank. It 
was the lever by which it was to be earried into 
execution, 

Mr. B. concluded, by moving to strike cut the 
enacting clause the bill, (which motion pre- 
vailing, is equivalent to a rejection of the bill.) 

Mr. CAMBRELENG asked for the yeas and 
nays; whieh were ordered, 

Mr. BRONSON supported the bill, and showed 
that it was neither the incipient step to a GoVern- 
ment bank, or a national currency, nor was it 
franght with the evils pictured by those opposed to 
it. He also went into an argument t prove, that 
unless this bill passed, the Government could ex- 
tend relief neither to the merchants nor to the de- 
posite banks. Let this bill die, and the bills for 
the relief of those two great interests would die 
with it, fer the Government, without it, would not 
be ina situation to relieve them. 

With reference to a compromise, Mr. B. denied 
that any : 
into. There were differences existing upon certain 
points, among the democratic party, but those dif- 
ferences, he believed, would drive no one of them, 
certainly not himself, into the ranks of the whig 
party. 

Mr. HALSTEAD commenced in reply to Mr. B. 
when the time forthe recess arrived, and the House 
accordingly adjourned till 4 o’clock, p. m. 


ol 


uch was in existence, or had been entered 





[EVENING SESSION ] 
TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

After a call of the House had been ordered and 
proceeded in for some time, the House resumed the 
consideration of the “ bill to ‘authorize the issuing 
of Treasury notes.” 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
Betx to strike out the enacting clause of the bill. 

Mr. HALSTEAD resumed his remarks, and 
entered into an argument to prove that Treasury 
notes were bills of credit, and therefore not war- 
ranted by the Constitution. He quoted the Message 
of General Jackson in 1836, Judge Marshall, and 
various decisions of the Supreme Court, in tupport 
of his position. Ele was, there fore, unwilling to 


give to the administration the porver of issuing 
Treasury notes, as they evidently had no right so 
to do. 


He contended that the language of the Secretary, 
and the bill itself, indicated that the notes were in- 
ten’ed to form a constituent part of the currency, 
which of itself was a sufficient objection. Tle also 
opposed the bill on the ground that it provided no 
fund for the redemption of such notes, and queted 
authoritics to show that Government debts should 
never be incurred without some specific means be- 
ing appropriated for their liquidation. It was like- 
wise his opinion that the issue of Treasurv notes 
would prevent the banks resuming specie payment. 
He could not vote for the bill, because it would lay 
the foundation of a Treasury bank, and add to the 
Executive power, so as to enable him to buy ap 
the liberties of the people. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY hoped the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. Bel!) wou!d withdiaw his propo- 
sition, and that the question would be taken on the 
bill that night, at least some time before twelve 
o'clock. 

Mr. BELL withdrew his proposed amendment. 

Mr. RIVES would like the gentleman to amend 
further, by making the Treasury notes redeemable 
twelve months after date, instead of six, as pro-~ 
posed. For his part, he was not willing to pledge 
the credit of Government, nnless it had funds to 
comply with its engagements If the gentleman 
would modify his amendment as suggested, he 
would vote for it. 

Mr. RHETT accepted the modification. 

Mr. RIVES said that, when they came there, 
they were accused by the opposition with having 
involved the country in difficulty; and, on that ac- 
count, the opposition had adopted the motto of 
“hands off,” and would propose nothing them 
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selves, ner co-operate with others in adopting mea- 
sures of felief. One gentleman (Mr. Bell) had told 
them, that morning, that they ought not to do any 
thing. That gentleman was a “ parliamentarian,” 
well versed in the rules, and he was accustomed to 
make use of that skill in order to attain his objects. 
Indeed, if he had not been misinformed by his 
friend, had that gentleman (Mr. B.) succeeded in 
the morning with his amendment to strike out all 
after the enacting clause, the bill would have been 
lost; and, by that course, the gentlernan would 
have prevented any relief to the banks or to the 
nation. It was thus evident that the object was to 
defeat the bill, without offering any substitute for 
it. Mr. R. said that, when he came to Congress, 
he came with the impression that the Government 
and country were embarrassed; and, divestuung him- 
self of all party feeling, he had not stopped to in- 
vestigate the causes, but was bent on removing the 
evil. When a house was in flames, the inquiry 
was, not how it caught fire, but how the fire could 
be extinguished? So, in the present case, all debate 
as to the probable cause of the present distiess was 
worse than useless. All little differences should be 
laid aside, and each member act for the public 
good, He then referred to a letter written by Mr. 
Jefferson, in 1813, to his son-in-law, then chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, wherein he 
strongly recommended the issue of Treasury notes, 
and said they would be more useful, if not bearing 
interest, than otherwise ; also to an act passed in 
1815, and various other acts, authorizing the issue 
of such notes, without a dissentient voice. He 
thought, therefore, it was a fair inference that 
their predecessors had no doubt as to the right given 
by the Constitution for the adoption of such mea- 
sures, when required by the exigency of Govern- 
ment. He believed the passage of the present bill, 
whether amended or not, would enable the banks 
to resume specie payments, and afford relief to the 
merchants and country at large. 

Mr. CALHOUN of Kentucky would vote for 
the biil, but more willingly if the notes bore inte- 
rest than otherwise. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Ruertrt’s 
amendment, which was rejected—yeas 81, nays 
137, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bond, Boon, Brodhead, William B. 
Campbell, John Campbell, William 8B. Carter, Chapmun, 
Chiiis, Claiborne, Cleveland, Clowney, Connor, Crary, Cur- 
tis, Dawson, Davee, Dennis, Duncan, Dunn, E’more, Ewing, 
James Garlan |, Rice Garland, Ghoison, Giascock, James Gra- 
ham, William Graham, Graves, Gray, Grifin, Hammond, 
Harlan, Harper, Hawes, Uawkins, Herod, Holt, Hubley, I 
ham, Jenifer, Honvy Johnson, Willian Cost Johnson, Legs 
Lewis, Lyon, Martin, McClure, Montgomery, Matthias Morris, 
Calvary Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, Petrikin, Phillips, Pope, 
Potter, Rariden, Rheit, Ruhardson, Ridgeway, Rives, Rus- 
sell, Sheffer, Augustine HH. S¥epperd, Shields, Shepler, Sibley, 
Smith, Stone, Thompson, Towns, Wagener, Webster, Albert 
8S. White, John White, Elisha Whiwesey, Lewis Williams, 
Sherrod Williams, Wise, and Yorke--sl1. 

NAYS—-Messrs. A'‘ams, Alexander, Teman Allen, John 
W. Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Buidie, Birdsall, Berden, Briggs, Breason, 
truyn, Buchanan, Bynum, William B. Calhoun, John Cal- 
hoon, Cambrelenz, ‘Timothy J. Carter, Casey, Chambers, 
Chaney, Cheatham, Clark, Coles, Corwin, Craig, Cranston, 
Crockett, Cushing, Cushman, Dariingion, Davies, Deberry, 
DeGraff, Dromgoole, Edwards, Everett, Farrington, Richard 
Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Goode, Grantland, 
Grennell, Haley, Halstead, Harrison, Hastings, Haynes, Henry, 
Holsey, Hopkins, Howard, William Il. Hunter, Robert M. T, 
Hunter, Thomas B. Jackson, Jibez Jackson, Joseph Johnson, 
John W. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, Ktincensmith, Leadbetter. 
Lancoln, Logan, Arphaxed Loownis, Andrew W. Loomis, Mal- 
lory, Marvin, James M. Mason, Samson Mason, Maury, 
McKay. Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, Meatim, 
MeKennen, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Miller, Morgan, Samuel 
W. Morris, Naylor, Noble, Noyes, Ogle, Owens. Palmer, Par- 
ker, Parmenter, Patterson, Patton, Paynter, Pearce, Peck, 
Pennybacker, Plumer, Potts, Prentiss, Reed, Reily, Rencher, 
Robertson, Rumesev, Saw yer, Serzeant, Slade. Snyder, South. 
gate, Spencer, Stauley, Stewart, Stratton, Tataferro, Taylor, 
Thomas, Titus, Toucey. Turney, Uaderwood. Vail, Vanderveer, 
Weeks, Thoms T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Joseph 
Williams, Christopher IH. Villiams, Worthington, and Yell— 
137. 

Mr. WISE then renewed his amendments, of- 
tered in Committee of the Whole. 

The first amendment, striking out in the first sec- 
tion, “as he may deem expedient,” and .nserting, 
‘tas the exigencies of the Government may re- 
quire,” was adopted without a division. 

The question was then taken on the other three 
following amendments, which were severally re- 
jected. 

Mr. WISE, afier some preliminary remarks, of- 
fered the following : 

Provided, ‘Thai it shall not be lawful for the Se- 














cretary of the Treasury, or any disbursing officer of 
the Government, to pay out or circulate any Trea- 
sury note or notes, so long as there remains in the 
hands of such disbursing officer, or the ‘Treasurer 
of the United States, any specie or other available 
funds: And provided further, That the whole amount, 
or so much of the five millions of dollars as by 
law isto remain in the Treasury for contiogen- 
cies, shall be kept on hand in Treasury notes, until 
the exigencies of the Government shall render their 
use or circulation necessary. 

On this amendment Mr. W. asked for the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. MERCER suggested a modification to the 
amendment, providing for the payment of specie 
first, and afterwards Treasury notes, which was ac- 
cepted by Mr. Wise. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the House would 
not adopt any such impracticable amendment, and 
gave his reasons therefor. 

Mr. WISE modified his amendment with a view 
of obviating the objection. 

Mr. McKAY opposed the amendment as alto- 
gether impracticable. 

Mr. HOWARD said he would make a remark 
or two upon this amendment. — It proposed to take 
away all discretion from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, and compel himto pay specie until the last 
dol'ar was expended, before he could issue a single 
Treasury note. This discretion ought to exist. 
Specie was more imperatively required for some 
expenses than others. For example, if a vessel of 
war were about to sail to a foreign station, she 
must carry some specie with her. ‘Take the care 
as of the exploring expedition, which, although it 
was about to go to what the sailors called the 
“Siar Pole,” yet must necessarily touch at civi- 
lized ports, and therefore would require no small 
amount of specie, in order to be prepared for con- 
tingencies. If the necessary sum was in the Trea- 
sury, there would be no power to reserve it for this 
purpose, but the first applicant for payment of a 
demand at the Treasury would sweep it away, and 
oblige the Secretary of the Navy to postpone the 
sailing, until he could sell Treasury notes enongh 
to supply the sum wanted. Many other cases of 
inconvenience might be stated. But further. There 
was probably no enstom-house from Boston to 
New Orleans, in which some specie had not been 
collected. This was placed to the credit of the 
Treasurer as soon as received, and was, of course, 
inthe Treasury. Should the proposed amendment 
prevail, the Secretary would have to ascertain 
from every custom-louse whether there wes a dol- 
lar there, before he could issue a single Treasury 
note; and if any amount, however small, was in 
the hands of any collecter, no matter however dis- 
tant from the place where the expenditure had to be 
made, the hands of the Secretary would be tied up. 
The amendment would, in practice, entirely defeat 
the bill. 

Mr. RHETT moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, by which the amendment of Mr. UnpErRweoop, 
proposing to sell the United States Bank bonds 
owned by Government, had been rejected the day 
previous. 

The Speaker ruled that the motion was not in 
order during the pending another motion then be- 
fore the House. 

Mr. WISE, with a view of enabling the above 
motion to he entertained, withdrew his proposition 
for a -lume, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG had hoped, from the vote 
given on thisamendment.-last night, that gentlemen 
had made up their minds that it could not be 
idopted. Hedid not rise to debate the question, 

mut toentreat the House to take the qnestion on 
the bill to night. As the question come before the 
House in this compromising form, he desired to 
havea full House to vote on the question, and 
therefore moved a cal! of the House. 

M;. GRIFFLN moved that the House adiourn. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordeied. 

Mr. GRIFFIN thereupon withdrew the motion. 

Mr. MAURY renewed it. 

Mr. McKIM called f.r the yeas and nays; but 
the House refused to order them, and the motion 
to adjourn was negatived—yeas 75, nays 121. 





a eee 
Mr. UNDERWOOD heped the House us... 
reconsider this vote. He had pledged Metta 
the gentleman to modify his amendment jn ? 
suance of his suggestion, and was dniees 
testing the sense of the House on it in this ¢.,. 


: is fo t , 
Ife must say that he did not like the modifica : 


so well as the original amendment, but he hked 
better than the biil; and, therefore, was glad of the 
opportunity afforded of testing the sense or y,_ 
House in relation to it. 


i ; 5 

The motion fer a call of the House was then 
negatived. 

Mr. FILMORE called for the yeas and nays op 
the motion to reconsider; which were ordered. a, 
were—yeas 110, nays 113, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Ff. Allen, J. W 4) 
Aycrige, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Bouldin, Briggs, William pc,’ 
houn, John Caliioon, William B. Campbell, John Cans. 
William B. Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Clowney Corw 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Dariingto: , Dawson. 
vies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Efmore. Ever: ty, Ewing Rick. 
Fietcher, Fillmore, James Garland, Rice Garland, Good, ee 
Gralam, Williani Graham, Graves Grennell, Griffin, Hale, 
llarlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hofine.’ 
Hopkins, Robeyt M. 'T. Hunter, Jenifer, Henry Jotinson, wy’ 
liam Cost Johnson, Legare, Lewis, Lincoln, Andrew W. Loo, 
Mallory, Marvin, Samsou Mason, Maury, MeKenoan, Meni.’ 
Mercer, Milligan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes Qo'e P ’ 
terson, Patton, Pearce, Peck, Phillips, Pope, Potts, Rariae 
Reed, Rencher, Rhett, Richardson, Ridgway, Roberwon, Ruy, 
sey, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine H. Sheny. 


ton 


Of the 


Shields, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Sianley, Stone, sian: 


Taliaferro, Thompson, Underwood, Webster, Albert 8. Win, 
Joha White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Wy! 


liains. Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, W 
ait Yorke—110. 

NAYS-—-Messrs, Andersen, Andrews, Atherton, Peary 
Beirne, Bickuell, Virdsall, Boon, Borden, Brodhead, Broyso,’ 


Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng. T. J. Carter, Casey’ 


Chaney, Chapman, Cilley. Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Cole: 
Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, DeGiall. Dromeo le, 
Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, Fry, Gatiyy’ 
Gholson, Glaseock, Grantland, Gray, Haley, Hammond, Hayy 
son, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Howard, Mubley, W. py. 
Hunter, Ingham, ¥. B. Jackson, J. Jackson, J. Johaeon, Nh. 
niel Jones, J. *. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, Klingensmj:} 
Leadbetter, Logan, Arphaxed Loomis, Lyon, James M. Mago ; 
Martin, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, M;- 
Clure, McKim, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Samuel W. Mo:- 
ris, Muhlenberg, Murray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Pa; 
menter, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petriken, Phélps, Plumer, 
Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily. Rives, Sheffer, Shipler, Nmith, 
Snyder, Spencer, Stewart. Tayler, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, 
Towns, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer. Wagener, Weeks, Thoms 
T. Whittlesey, J. W. Wilhams, Worthington, and Yell—113 

So the motion to reconsider was negatived. 

Mr. WISE then renewed his amendment, » 
modified, to except the Superintendent of the Mint. 

Mr. WISE called for the yeas and nays on this 
amendment; which were ordered. 

Mr. THOMAS said the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Wise) has appealed tu all members who are not 
now for commencing a Treasery bank to vote for his 
amendment. Now, sir, 1 am of that class; I an 
for the Treasury note bill, as a means to replenish 
the Treasury, and provide for the execution of the 
money contracts of the Government. I shall vote 
in good faith fur the bill, as a bill of supplies, and 
think that the Secretary would be guilty of a mis 
demeanor, if he should execute the law as ii 1 
had been passed to furnish a paper circulation to 
the country. But Leannot vote for the amen’- 
ment to guard against the construction which the 
gentleman fears will be given to this measire. He 
proposes to forbid the Secretary, the Treasurer, 
and all disbursing officers, to issue or circula! 
one of the Treasury notes while the Treasurer 
or the disbursing officer has either gold or silver on 
hand. A very few words I think are needed to 
make it manifest that such a provision in the law 
would make it impracticable for the officers of Go- 
vernment to accomplish the purposes for which i! 
is designed. 

Pefore the policy was adopted of leaving in the 
mint a large amount of money, to increase rap cl 
the gold coinage, it was considered prudent to keep 
in the ‘Treasury at all times.a surpius of at leet 
two millions of dollars. Notwithstanding the ear 
nest desire felt in Congress after the war to pay 
speedily ihe public debt, the commissioners 
of the sinking fund anthorized to purehase the 
evidences of the public debt, were required to leave 
atall times in the Treasury at least two millions 0! 
dollars. It was then supposed to be indispensabie 
to have that amount of money always in the Trea 
sury. In 1836, when the deposite law was past’, 
the authors of that measure directed the Seeretaly 
to retain five millions of dollars in the Treasury, 
supposing, obviously, that a less sum would not be 
sufficient to supply our numerous disbursing 02 
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ers with small sums, in anticipation of demands, 
on at the same time keep the mint in active ope- 
ration, Itis now proposed to abandon this uni- 
form policy, and to prohibit the treasurer from 
eeping on hand any surplus whatever, except the 
money needed by the mint, The Secretary, and 
ai| other officers, are to be forbidden to issue or cir- 
culaiea Treasury note to raise supplies, until all 
the money in the Treasury has been expended. 
tet us see how such a rule, if prescribed for the 
oyvernment of those officers, would operate. 

*'All the money in the various depositories is in 
the hands, in contemplation of law, of the Trea- 
curer. Portions of it are in this city to pay officers 
of Government and laborers on the public works 
at this point. Other portions are in New York to 
ft out the expedition for the South Seas. There 
gre, at the same time, considerable sums of public 


money in depositories near to the northwestern | 


and southwestern frontier, to pay Indian annuities, 
or the several corps of our army stationed on that 
worder of the Union. At these and other points 
throughout the Union, the Secretary of the Treasury 
must take care to keep a constant supply to meet the 
demands that are to be made on officers employed to 
disburse the public money. If this amendment 
conid prevail, what would be the condition of this 
high officer, charged to provide for the prompt fulfil- 
ment of almost innumerable contracts. He might, 
on the fifteenth of this month, learn that five hundred 
thousand dollars would be required in New York on 
the firstof November next, tocomplete the equipment 
of the South Sea expedition. On the same day he 
might receive information that one hundred thoa- 
«aud more would he required on the fifteenth of 
November at St. Louis, to pay the army in that 
vicinity, or the annuity to Indians, from whom we 
have purchased vast tracts of rich and fer- 
tile lands. Well, sir, he refers to the books 
of the Department, and finds that the Treasurer 
has on hand, that is to his credit, fifty thousand 
dollars in the Bank of the Metropolis, intended 
to pay the laborers employed on the public build- 
ings. He finds, perhaps, that there are also to the 
credit of the Treasurer small sums,at various other 
points,intended there to meet the engagements of the 
United States, what would, in such a state of things, 
if the amendment could be adopted, be the duty 
of the Secretary and of the Treasurer. Those of- 
ficers would not, of course, request the disbursing 
officers at New York or St. Louis, to wait uniil all 
the money standing to the credit of the Treasurer 
elsewhere had been expended. But it wonld be 
incumbent upon them to do an act not much 
more reasonable. They would have to draw 
from dispersed depositories moneys standing to the 
eveditof the Treasurer, to be sent.to New York and 
St. Louis, and then issue Treasury notes to borrow 
monev to be distributed amongst the depositories 
which had been exhausted. They would possibly 
have to encounter the expense and inconvenience of 
transmitting gold and silver from Richmond, Pitts- 
burg, Washington, Baltimore, or elsewhere, to 
New York, and then having exchanged the Trea- 
sury notes in the last named city for gold and sil- 
ver, it would be sent back to the points first men- 
tioned, so as to be conveniently disbursed. 

These are some of the objections thai have oc- 
curred tome on the instant, to the motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia. They are tomy mind 
conclusive against its adoption. The amendment 
appears to be founded upon the supposition that all 
the debts from and to the United States are to be 
paid atone point. Even if that was the case, the 
rule which it is intended to establish would be ex- 
tremely inconvenient to the officers and to the 
creditors of the United States. But until the sys- 


i ne ke 


'em which has been adopted for the convenience | 


of all concerned, in the receipt*and expenditure of 
the public revenue, shall be abandoned, and this I 
Suppose no man proposes, it wili be impossible to 
administer well the Treasury Department, without 
4 surplus of several millions of dollars. If large 
harking corporations have not always a command 
unemployed capital of two, three, and in some 
cases eight and ten millions of dollars, their direct- 
“rs are justly charged with a culpable careless- 
hesshess about the credit of the institutions com- 


mitted to their care. We are in part the mana- 
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of an immense body politic, having en- 
gagements to be executed in every quarter of the 
globe, and must not refuse to make ample provi- 


sion to keep the public faith untarnished. ‘The bill 
the House has been conceived in a proper spirit. 
It places within the reach of the Executive all that 
may be needed, and nothing more. Ido not ap- 
prehend that the power to be conferred on the Pre- 
sident and the Secretary will be abused. Large 
sums of money will not be withdrawn from cireu- 
lation to be locked up in the vaults of the public 
depositories. So believing, I shall vote against the 
amendment that distrusts, and for the bill which 
confides in, the capacity and patriotism of those to 
whose custody I have cheerfully assisted to com- 
mit the highest and most important powers of Go- 
vernment. 

Mr. WISE then mo‘ified his amendment by in- 
serting at the end thereof the words “ at the place 
where the demand is made.” 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment rejected—yeas 96, nays 118, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Heman Allen, John W. Allen, 
Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Briggs, William B. Cathoun, 
John Calhoon, W. B. Campbell, William B. Carter, Chambers, 
Cheatham, Childs, Clowney, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, 
Curtis, Darlington, Dawson, Davies. Dennis, Dunn, Elmore, 
Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Filmore, James Garland, 
Rice Garland, Goode, James Graham, W. Granam, Graves, 
Grennell, Griffin, Halstead, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, 
Herod, Hoffinan, Tlopkins, Jenifer. H. Jehnson, W. C. John- 
son, Lewis, Lincoln, Andrew W. Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, 
Marvin, Samson Mason, Maury, KeKennan, Menefee, Mer- 
cer, Milligan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Patterson, 
Pearce, Peck, Phillips, Pope, Potts, Reed, Ridgway, Robert- 
son, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant. Augustive H. Shep. 
nerd, Sibley, S'ale, Southgate, Stanley, Stone, Stratton, 
Taliaferro, Thompson, Underwood, Albert 8. White, John 
White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Wil- 


ams, Joseph Williams, Christopher Hl. Williams, Wise, and 
Yorke—96. 

NAYS—-Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Borden, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, T. J. Carver, Casey, 
Chaney, Chapman, Cilley, Claiborne, Clark. Cleveland, Coles, 
Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman. Davee, Deberry, DeGraff, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, 
Gallup, Gholson, Glaseuck, Grantland, Gray, Haley, Harri- 
son, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Howard. Hubley, Wil- 
liam H. Hunter, R. M. T. Uunter, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, 
J. Jackson, J. Johnson, N. Jones, John W. Jones, Kemble, 
Kilgore, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Logan, Arphaxed Loomis, 
James M. Mason, Martin, McKay, Robt. McClellan, A. 
McClellan. McClure, McKim. Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, 
Samuel W. Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, Noble, Noyes, 
Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Patton, Paynter, Penny 
backer, Petriken, Phelps, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, 
Rariden, Reily, Rencher, Richardson, Rives, Sheffer, Shields, 
Sheplor, Smith, Snyder, Spencer, Stewart, Taylor, Thomas, 
Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail. Vanderveer, Webster, 


Weeks, Thamas, T, Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Worthing: 
ton and Vell—118. 


Mr. WISE then said he should not now offer 
his other amendments. 

Mr. McKAY moved to add a new section to the 
bill, the object of which was to prevent receivers 
of public money from charging the Government 
more interest on these notes than was actually due 
at the time they came into their hands; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. BRONSON moved an amendment that the 
time to which the issue of these notes should be ex- 
tended, should not be later than the 31st of Decem- 
ber, 1838; which was agreed to. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then moved an amendment, 
providing that the Secretary of the Treasury should 
not issue notes exceeding three and a half millions 
dollars, until he has offered for sale the bonds of 
the Bank of the United States, for three months, 
and then he should not be empowered to issue more 
than ten millions of dollars. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. UNDERWOOD, 
BYNUM, M’KIM, MERCER, LEWIS, and 
THOMSON, 

On motion of Mr. OWENS, 

The Honse adjourned at 10 o’clock p. m. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, October 9, 1837. 

Mr. GRUNDY moved to take up the joint reso- 
lution,reported from the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, in relation to the payment in ad- 
vance on all letters sent by express mail Mr. G. 
went into an explanation of the necessity there 
was for an immediate action on the measure. The 
express mail was of recent origin, and was au- 
thorized under an act of Congress, passed some 
three years since. It was introduced by the Post- 
master General, with a view to afford facilities to 
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merchants and men of business, for which advan- 
tage the law authorized the payment of treble 
postage. There were persons who were ignorant 
of the object of the mail, that had sent many letters 
of no importance, either to themselves or others, 
which letters were not taken out of the office, but 
returned as dead letters to the great diminution of 
the revenue, There were others again, who from 
mischief or sport, had also sent numerous letters by 
this conveyance; and the object of the resolution 
was to prevent in future all such occurrences, by 
requiring the money in advance. Mr. G. had con- 
sulted the Postmaster General, as to whether he 
could not make the arrangement without the inter- 
vention of the laws; but as that officer appears to 
think the passage of an act necessary to enforce 
the measure, the bill before the Senate had been 
resorted to. 

Mr. KNIGHT expressed himself as unfriendly 
to the fsystem of express mail as calculated te af- 
ford facilities to the rich, which the poor could not 
avail themselves of—and besides that the railroads 
of the country yielded advantages, in point of speed, 
beyond any express that could be arranged. 

Mr. GRUNDY did not intend to defend the sys- 
tem—it had been created by laws, and must be re- 
pealed by laws, before it could bs: stopped. The 
object now was to prevent the abuse of the system, 
by providing against the accumulation of dead let- 
ters, which would effectually be done by requiring 
the postage in advance in all instances. 

The resolution was then ordered to be read a 
third time. 

Mr. GRUNDY moved to take up the bill regu- 
lating the fees of district attorneys, which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. TALLMADGE offered a modification of 
the amendment offered by Mr. Clayton last week, 
when the bill was under discussion, which was ac- 
cepted, and the amendment as modified agreed to. 

The amendment provides a second section to the 
bill, and reads as follows: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no fee 
shall accrue to any district attorney on any bond 
left with him for collection, or in any suit com- 
menced on any bond for the renewal of which pro- 
vision is made by law, unless the party or parties 
shall neglect to apply for such renewal for more 
than twenty days after the maturity of such bond. 

The amendment offered by Mr! Buchanan at a 
prior discussion of the bill, viz: to strike out the 
word “five,” in the 5th line, and insert “for all 
bonds exceeding $500, four dollars, and for all 
bonds of and under that sum, treo dollars be allow- 
ed,” was agreed to, 


Mr. CLAY (of Ky.) thought the original bill 
was improved by the amendment of the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Buchanan) but still the 
amount of compensation was in his opinion far 
beyond the service.rendered. If, as had been sta- 
ted the other day, there were upwards of four thou- 
sand bonds to be renewed, ought so enormous a 
sum as wonld aecruc, be allowed to the district 
attorneys, when all the labor would be performed in 
less than three months? What, asked Mr. C. is 
the service in these cases? the bonds are all printed, 
and have merely to be filled up with the signatures, 
and he would andertake to say, that he, or any bu- 
siness man could fill five hundred bonds in a day. 
Why have the original bonds taken by the collec- 
tor, and order them to be renewed by the District 
Attorney? Was not the collector better qualitied 
from his intimate knowledge of merchants and 
mereantile affairs,to do the duty? He had not 
examined the laws very closely lately, but he be- 
lieved the collector was allowed forty or sixty 
cents for the duty. Why not then continue it with 
him at the same price? Was it right, was it rea- 
sonable, to take the duty from the collector, to give 
it to the aliorney, at the vast increase of expense, 
at times like the present, when the mercantile 
interests of the country were so prostrate. Mr. 
C. then moved to strike out all after section Ist, 
and insert “‘ That in all cases of extension of the 
time of payment of bonds given for duties on im- 
ports, it shall be according to such directions as 
may be given by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and the extension of payment of the old bond, or 
the taking of anew bond, shall be by the resp-c- 
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live collectors, subject to ne other charge than such || was aware that ina plac 


as may be legally receivable on the taking of the 
original bond, upon the entry of merchandise.” 

According to my amendment (said Mr. C.) the 
direction of the matter will be left with the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury; and hence there can be no 
difficulty in passing over instructions to the col- 
Jectors; and the effect of the laws will then be to 
keep the bonds with the collector. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he felt very little inte- 
rest in the matter, other than a strong desire to see 
the same justice done to the district attorneys that 
he would desire done to all mankind. He had 
stated the other day on what he deemed very good 
authority, that three-fourths of the district attorneys 
of the United States had never made any charge what- 
ever, because they did not not know what to charge, 
or what allowance wns granted for such duty. The 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Clay) said that he 
could fill up five hundred bonds in aday. Mr. B. 
was Ware that the gentleman did business very 
rapidly, but that would exceed the powers of any 
man in that or any other public body. Mr. B. had 
been told by a gentleman of truth, that he had 
been engaged from morning until night for a whole 
month intaking about four hundred bonds. Mr. B. 
said he would be very sorry to take the responsibi- 
lities annexed to the duties; the condition of the 
parties was to be inquired into; the sureties have to 
be looked to, and he did not think the amendments as 
offered by himself to graduate the price, so as to 
allow two dellars for all bonds of and under five 
hnndred dollars, and four dollars for ail above that 
sum, would be unreasonable. 

If the amendment of the Senator from Kentucky 
prevailed, what would be done with all the past 
cases, Where the attorneys had never received a 
cent nor made a charge, because they did not 
know what to charge? Again, the bonds would 
have to be re-transferred from the attorney’s hands 
to those of the collector. In his opinion, it was 
better to let the law stand as it was, and let the 
district attorneys retain the bonds, and hold those 
oficers responsible, and allow them a fair compen- 
sation. 

Mr. CLAY asked why, if the labor be the same 
in all cases, four dollars should be exacted for 
one bond and two dollars for another? If the gen- 
tleman alluded to by the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia did occupy his time for a month in the taking 
of three or four hundred bonds, the price at three 
dollars even would givehim a sum superior to that 
of any officer under the Government, save the 
President. Mr. C. said he would undertake to 
maintain that five hundred bonds could be filled up 
in one day, and the best mode was to retain the 
whole business in the hands of the collector, 

Mr. WEBSTER said the question had arisen 
how came the bonds in the hands of the distriet 
attorney? The laws made it the duty of the col- 
lector to turn over all bonds not paid at maturity 
to the district attorney for suit; and hence, if the 
bonds had to be renewed, it would be done at the at- 
torney’s office, where the fees were claimed under 
the practice of the New York courts. In the pre- 
sent case, where an aet of clemency of Congress 
exiended the time on these bonds, the collector 
was undoubtedly the best judge of the matter from 
his long acquaintance with, and intimate know- 
ledge of the merchants; besides the duties, Were 
inerely clerical, and the parties he took it for 
grante’, were in most instances the same. In the 
present relaxed state of business, there was plenty 
of aid in the custom-house for all the duties that 
would be required. 

Mr. TALLMADGE expressed his intention of 
voting for the amendment of the Senator from 
Keritucky, (Mr. Clay,) and in so doing, he con- 
ceived no injastice would be done to the district 
attorneys. Ifthe Government allowed the renewal, 
there was no necessity for the bonds to be sent to 
the district attorney, and that officer ought not in 
justice to claim any thing, unless put in his hands 
tor suit. 

Mr. CALHOUN was averse to any charge on 
the parties, or subjecting the Government to any. 

Mr. GRUNDY was anxious that the law remain 
nn«isturbed. With regard to compensation, he 


did not pretend to be a very eorrect judge. He : 


e like New York, where 
there was so much busines-, a fee, ever so mode- 
rate, would amount to a very considerable sum of 
money; in one place, then, it might be too much, in 
another too small. It was necessary, he thought, 
to allow as much as would secure the services of a 
faithful and competent agent. The moment a bond 
became due, it was handed over to tke district attor- 
ney for suit: on thathead the law was imperative. 
The collector then took the attorney’s receipt for 
the bonds. Would it not be better to let the law 
remain as it is, and allow what was right and 
proper to a competent person, than, by altering it, 
run the risk of disordering the whole manner of 
keeping the books of the custom-house? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said it struck him that the 
district attorney was entitled to no compensation 
under the law; that the whole was a mere lawless 
and unwarrantable exaction of fees. Mr. ©. read 
the law of the United States, and said that the 
charge was nothing more nor less than extortion. 

Mr. GRUNDY said, on this head the district 
attorney of New York had taken the opinion of the 
most eminent lawyers, and the fees had been taxed 
under the supervision of Chancellor Kent; and 
hence the district attorney had neither violated law 
nor usage. Mr. G. did not wish to spend further 
time in the discussion. He was of opinion that the 
party benefitted ought to pay the expense; and 
where it was fixed at so low a rate as two dollars 
on bonds of five hundred, there could be no rea- 
sonable ground for complaint. 

Mr. TALLMADGE expiained that the fees 
charged by the district attorneys were the regular 
taxed fees. Ifa bond placed in his hands for suit 
were paid by the parties, the attorney would still 
be entitled to his fee under the usage of the courts 
-of New York. Unless placed in his hands for col- 
lection, no charge was made; but by the amend- 
mendment ¢f the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
you would give him as much for the renewal as he 
would be entitled to under the tax cost. 

Mr. WRIGHT would vote against the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Clay.) 
Every bond not paid at maturity was immediately 
handed over to the district attorney for suit. It 
was not the mere extension of time that officer had 
to look to, but in giving that time to see that the 
bonds be made perfectly secure. Great changes 
had taken place in the commercial relations of the 
city of New York, and much and fearful responsi- 
bility would necessarily be incurred; and hence it 
was our interest to charge some officer with the 
duty that would feel his responsibility to the Trea- 
sury. Mr. W. thought if $4 were allowed on the 
larger bonds, and $2 on the smaller denomination, 
it would be imposing no burden on the mercantile 
community. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Cray’s 
amendment, by yeas and nays, when there appear- 
ed—for it 22, against it 18, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Blaek, Calhoun, Clay 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Kent, Knight, 
Morris, Nicholas, Prentiss, Roane, Robbins, Rug- 
gles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Strange, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Webster, and White—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, 
Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King 
of Alabama, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, 
Smith of Connecticut, Walker, Wall, Williams, 
Wright, and Young—18. 

Mr. GRUNDY said he would now be compelled 
to vote against the bill, because it left the fees of 
the District Attorney of New York precisely where 
they were, and made provision for no others save 
the District Attorney of Alabama. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he could not vote for 
the bill in its present shape, because he thought it 
would exclude those district attorneys who had al- 
ready done business to a very considerable extent. 
He would, therefore, move to recommit the bill to 
the committee, “‘with instructions to provide a rea- 
sonable compensation to district attorneys for ser- 
vices which they have already rendered in extend. 
ing the bonds of the merchante;” and on this mo- 
tion he asked for the yeas and nays. 

After some further desultory debate, the question 
was taken on the recommitment, when there ap- 
peared, yeas 15, nays 26, as follows: 





YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clay of Alabam 
Fulton, Hubbard, King of Georgia, McKean’ 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Robinson, Strange’ 
Walker, Wall, Wright, and Young—15. ee, 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Black 
Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden’ 
Grundy, Kent, King of Alabama, Knight, Pierce 
Prentiss, Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Cop, 
necticut, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence : 
Swift, Tallmadge, Webster, White, and. Wy. 
liams—26. : 

The question was then taken on agreeing With 
the several amendments as adopted in Committee of 
the Whole, and carried. The bill being reporteg 
as amended, was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

A message was received from the House of Re. 
presentatives, stating that it had passed a bj] t 
continue in force certain acts passed at the lay 
session. 

Mr. GRUNDY moved to take up the joint reso. 
lution in relation to postage on express letters. 
which had its third reading, and was finally passed, 

Mr. BENTON communicated to the Senate a 
letter from the Treasury, giving the imports and 
exports of gold and silver for the last fortnight, in 
which the import was $490,000, and the expor 
was $150,000; ordered to lie on the table, and be 

rinted. 

Mr. GRUNDY then moved to take up the bil] 
received from the other house, and explained the 
necessity there was for its immediate passage. 
Some laws had been passed at the last session 
which were to continue in force io the close of the 
ensuing session. The present being an extra ses. 
sion, and unlooked for at the time, rendered neces. 
sary the adoption of this measure. 

This bill, having had its three several readings, 
was finally passed. 

Mr. WRIGHT then moved to take up the bill 
authorizing merchandise to be deposited in the 
public stores, and for other purposes. 

Mr. KING of Alabama thought it would be 
better to postpone the bill, particularly, as from al| 
appearances just now, there would be no chance 
of its passing the other body this session; and, as 
there was a great diversity of opinion involved, he 
thought it better to postpone it until the first Mon- 
day in December next. 

Mr. CALHOUN agreed with the Senator from 
Alabama that it was better to posipone it to the 
period named, when it could pe fully acted on, 
and all its features maturely considered. He was 
not prepared at this time to exter on any discus- 
sion, and he was aware that there was a great 
diversity of opinion on the subject. 

Mr. WRIGHT did not suppose there would 
have been any objection to taking up the bil, 
neither was he aware of any diversity of opinion 
in relation to it. So far as he was concerned, he 
was perfectly willing for the Senate to take its 
own course. The measure had been pressed on 
his consideration by the parties interested. He felt 
persuaded, if the bill were fully examined, that it 
would not be found objectionable in any shape. 

The question being taken on the adoption of Mr. 
Waicnt’s motion, there appeared, for it 20, against 
it7. The bill was accordingly taken up for con- 
sideration. 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to amend the bill, by 
inserting, after the last clause, ‘* Previded, That the 
existing laws, permitting the landing and delivery 
of railroad iron, imported for the purpose of being 
permanently laid down on railroads and inclined 
planes, shall be and remain in full foree, any thing 
in this act to the contrary notwithstanding ;” which 
amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY said that, although he had expressed 
an opinion favorable to this bill when it was last 
up, yet he would feel himself obliged to vote agains! 
it, from a consideration which had not presented 
itself to his mind at that time. He alluded to 
the compromise act, by a fair interpretation ol 
which credits could not be abolished until after the 
expiration of that act, which would not take place 
until the 3d June, 1842. After this period, all du- 
ties were to be collected in money, and all credits 
abolished. Disposed as he was to adhere faithfully 
and scrupulously to this act, he felt himself pre 
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rented from voting against the abolishing of credit; 
put would have no objection to vote for the ware- 
house system. If gentlemen chose to violate the 
compact, the effect would be to revive all the angry 
jiscussion in relation to that great interest, which 
had so long and so fearfully agitated the country. 
if Congress did not respect the act, no individual 
ould; and he regretted to see the Senate was di- 
yided in regard to a measure which, if violated in 
one instance, the right might be claimed to violate 
it mm all others. Mr. C. expressed himself as 
friendly to the abolishment of credit, and the col- 
ection of the revenue in cash, because he believed 
sych a measure favorable to the great mannfac- 
wring interests of the country, 

Mr. CALHOUN thought the view taken by the 
Senator from Kentucky was correct. There was 
go subject that could be touched on which would 
excite greater contention, and he submitted to the 
Senators on all sides whether there was any neces- 
sity for agitating this question now. If it.met the 
wishes of the chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance to have the bill passed without the clause 
which violated the compact, it might do very well; 
bat if not, he would move to pcstpone the bill till 
the first Monday in December next. 

Mr. WRIGHT said the passage of this bill had 
been pressed upon his consideration by the mercan- 
tile community. According to the present law, the 
importer has to give his bond for a definite period, 
say six months, while the effect of the bill before 
them wasto allow the merchandise to be ware- 
housed, where it might remain three years, if they 
pleased the merchant having no control of his pro- 
perty, and the Government no bond. He did not 
seehow the bill could possibly conflict with the 
views of gentlemen in relation to the compromise 
act, trough he did not admit that act as a matter of 
right to the exclusion of all others. 

Mr. CLAY said he had not examined the bill 
very carefully; but stillhe must contend that it 
would be a violation of the compact. Either there 
was an extens'on of credit beyond the time al- 
lowed, or a less credit was given. It was true, 
the merchant might keep his goods for three years 
ia the warehouse; but then he might also remove 
them in three days, by which means he could al- 
ways avail himself of an advantageous state of 
the market. In one view of the matter there was 
more credit—in the other less; and in either case, 
it violated the principle on which the compromise 
act was founded; and on that ground he would be 
compelled to vote against it. 

Mr. WRIGHT asked Mr. Catnovn to withdraw 
his motion; which having been acceded to, Mr 
W. moved to postpone the further discussion, and 
make it the special order of the day for to-morrow. 
This motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Senate went into 
Executive business; and, aftcr some time spent 
therein, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
_. Monpay, October 9, 1837. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 

Messrs. ADAMS, REED, LINCOLN, CUSH- 
ING, and GRENNELL of Massachuset's. 

Mr. CRANSTON of Rhode Island. 

Messrs. FILLMORE, MARVIN, and PAT- 
TERSON of New York. 

Messrs. SERGEANT, OGLE, MATTHIAS 
MORRIS, L. W. MORRIS, FRY, NAYLOR, 
ani PAYNTER, of Pennsylvania. 

(Mr. M. Morais of Pennsylvania presented three 
memorials of similar import, one signed by thirty, 
and another by forty-four, and one other by forty- 
‘ix, citizens of Bucks county, Pennsylvania, re- 
*onstrating against the annexation of Texas to the 
United States, 

Also, one petition, signed by 33 women of the 
‘ame county, praying for the abolition of slavery 
in the District of Columbia and the Territories of 
~ a States, and the slave trade between the 

s. 
Mr. POLK (Speaker) of Tennessee. 
Messrs. ALLEN, RIDGEWAY, and GOODE, 


of Ohio, 


Mr. CLAIBORNE of Mississippi. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


(Mr. Craizorne presented the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of the Siate’of Mississippi, in favor 
of the establishment of a national bank. } 

Messrs. CASEY and MAY of Illinois. 

(Mr. May presented the petition of a number of 
the inhabitants of Putnam county, Illinois, praying 
he establishment of a national bank.] 

Nr. CRARY of Michigan. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Select Committee on 
Rules, reported an additional rule, that the hour of 
the adjournments of the House be noted on the 
journal, and that no gentleman shall leave his seat 
after an adjournment until the Speaker vacates the 
Chair. 

The report having been taken up for considera- 
tion, 

_ Mr. BYNUM called for a division of the ques- 
tion. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. HAYNES, 
BYNUM, DUNCAN, and MERCER, the first 
part of the report was adopted. 

Mr. TAYLOR moved to strike out of the last 
part of the rule the words “ shall vacate the chair,” 
and insert, “shall declare the result;”? which, after 
a few remorks from Mr. ADAMS, was rejected; 
and the latter part of the rule was also rejected. 

Mr. HOWARD, on leave, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, which was considered and adopted: 

Reslveod, That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to cause to be compiled an abstract of the seve- 
ral pension laws now in force, for invalid, revolu- 
tionary, or other pensions, together with the con- 
structions which have been placed upoa such laws 
by the War Department, or Attorney General, and 
the forms necessary to be followed by the appli- 
cants for pensions under the several laws; and re- 
port the same at the next sesion of Congress. 

Mr. ELLMORE, on leave, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That in addition to the 10,000 copies of 
the correspondence for the annexation of Texas to 
the United States, ordered tu be printed, there be 
10,000 more copies printed, to whioh shall be an- 
nexed, from the correspondence “concerning the 
boundary between the United States and the Mexi- 
can Republic, and a cession of territory belonging 
to the Mexican Confederation to the United States,” 
communicated in the Message of the President of 
the United States, of the 2 October instant, the fol- 
lowing documents: Mr. Clay to Mr. Poinsett, 26th 
March, 1825; extract from instructions; Mr. Tor- 
rens to Mr. Adams, 15th February, 1824; Mr. Clay 
to Mr. Poinsett, 24th September, 1825, extracts; 
the same to the same, 15th March, 1827, extract; 
Mr. Van Buren to the same, 25th August, 1829; 
Mr. Livingston to Mr. Builer, 20th March, 1833, 
extract; Mr. McLane to the same, 13th January, 
1834; Mr. Forsyth to the same, 2d July, 1835, ex- 
tract; and same, 6th August, 1835, extract. 

Mr. ADAMS said he should move an amend- 
ment of this resolution. Instead of extracts, he 
moved to print the whole of the correspundenee and 
documents alluded to. He was opposed to sending 
garbled statements of matters so interesting, be- 
fore the people. 

Mr. ELMORE said that, having offered the re- 
solution, which he had supposed would have elicit- 
ed no debate nor opposition, he felt bound to say a 
word in explanation. This Mouse.Had made two 
calls on the President for information upon sub- 
jects connected with Texas. The first was for the 
correspondence hetween the authorities of Texas 
and the United States, conceming the annexation 
of Texas. The second was for the correspondence 
with the authorities of Mexico, coneerning the 
boundary line between the two countries, and the 
propositions for the purchase of any portion of the 
Mexican territory by the United Siates. Both calls 
had been responded to; and, in answer to the first, 
a communication from the Texan Minister to this 
Government proposing the annexation of Texas; a 
reply from the Secretary of State; and a rejoinder 
from the Texan Minister, had been laid befere this 
House, and ten thousand eopies were ordered to be 
printed. In reply to the second call, a volumi- 


nous correspondence between the proper agents of’ 


the Governments of the United States and Mexico 
had been communicated, and ten thousand copies 


of it ordered to be printed. Upon looking into the 
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last documents, (said Mr. E.) I find tley are divid- 
ed into two classes; the first class consisting of those 
named in the resolation now under consideration, 
and consisting mainly of instructions given by the 
different Presidents wielding the executive pow- 
er of the United States, from 1824 to 1837, 
to our ministers resident in Mexico, direct- 
ing them to propose for the purchase of Tex- 
as, and giving the reasons why such a pur- 
chase was desirable and important for the 
United States. These constituted but a small por- 
tion of the documents communicated under the se- 
cond call; the rest, comprising nine-tenths or proba- 
bly nineteen-twentieths of those sent by the Presi- 
dent, relating almost entirely to a treaty of boun- 
dary which wss negotiated at an early period of 
the negotiations between the two countries, and 
which recognised the boundary fixed for Mexico in 
1515, in the treaty of Washington, between Spain 
and the United States; and in which the latter 
yielded Texas and consented to make the Sabine 
and Red rivers the boundary. This treaty, recog- 
nising this line as the true one between Mexico and 
the United States, was three times negotiated and 
signed in almost the same terms, having twice fail- 
ed in consequence of not being ratified by Mexico 
in the time prescribed by one of its articles. The 
various forms and shapes which these negotiations 
assumed, the several propositions to vary them, 
the causes which produced the failare to raufy— 
from frequent revolutions, changes in the executive 
departments charged with this subject, propositions 
to change the place of gegotiation from Mexice to 
Washington—the formation of a commercial treaty 
between the countries, and tedious details of all its 
beginnings, interruptions and progress; and the ur- 
gent requisitions of this Government for the ap- 
pointrnent of commissioners to run the line of 
boundary as fixed in 1819, constitute a mass of 
diplomatic notes, correspondence and instructions 
on these points, which have no bearing on the great 
subject, ihe annexation of Texxs, which now en- 
grosses the public attention. ‘Ten thousand copies 
of these are already ordered to be printed; enough 
to diffuse all the information required. Pot, sir, 
it is not so as rezards those mentioned in the resolu- 
tion. They relate especially to the acquisition of 
Texas; they consist of instructions from the various 
Presidents who have been in power since 1824, 
showing in the arguments and views they suggest 
to our ministers charged with these important ne- 
gotiations, the reasons why it has always been 
deemed important to the welfare of the United 
States that they shou!d possess Texas. 

Sir, the House wil! remember that some days ago, 
the gentleman from Massachusetts made the preg- 
nant and startling declaration, that this question was 
a question of union or disunion. He presented this 
issue to the people of the United States. Now, sir, | 
wish my constituents, and the people of the south, 
to have all the information on this subject concen- 
trated in one document, which will show them the 
official action and opinions of this Government, 
from 1824 to the present day. I wish them to see, 
by the instructions given our ministers in every ad- 
ministration since 1824, that it has always been 
considered essential to the safety and interests of 
these States, and that the sound wisdom an! pru- 
dence of the reasons assigned in these avle papers, 
may be submitted to their solemn deliberation, be- 
fore they return their answer ‘to the issue tendere: 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

It may be, sir, as the gent’eman from Massa- 
chusetts says, that these documents are “garbied,” 
and only such extracts furnished the House as suit 
one side of the question. If garbied, it has been 
done by the President, or his Secretary of Stet. | 
propose to publish them exactly as they have been 
furnished to the House. If these documents, and 
especially,the opinions of the distinguished states- 
man who was Presidentin 1925, shall place any 
gentleman on this floor in the position of having 
entertained opinions on this subject not exactly 
consistent, of having favored and urged the acqui- 
sition of Texas at one time, as an Important na- 
tional object, and of having opposed and denounced 
it at another, it is a matter he must settle as best he 
can with the country. I have no farther concern 
in the affair, than that I want the benefit of the 
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arguments of the then President, contained in these 
instructions, to aid the people in forming a correct 
estimate of the importance of Texas to the United 
States. Ido not now propose to argue the merits 
of this great question, but I desire to spread before 
the people the information contained in the argu- 
ments of far abler men, whichI here find prepared 
to my hard. 

But, sir, l apprehend the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetis is mistaken in the course he has propos- 
ed, if his object is to have all the correspondence 
relating to the annexation or purchase of Texas, 
printed on this occasion. He complains that the 
correspondence is garbled. Let him then call, by 
a resolution, on the President for that which he 
says is suppressed. He can not, by his motion, if 
he succeed in carrying it, have that printed which 
is not furnished the House. 

Mr. ADAMS observed that that would best ap- 
pear by showing the House these documents. He 
wanted all or none. He was opposed to sending 
forth garbled extracis as the basis of opinions on a 
subject somomentous. The gentleman from South 
Carolina had proposed to print extracts from the 
decuments favorable to his own peculiar views on 
the great question at issue, and not the entire docu- 
ments. The President of the United States, in obe- 
dience to the call of the House, sends certain pa- 
pers. The gentleman from South Carolina propo- 
ses to print a part of them. Mr. Apams said his 
proposition was to printthe whole. He hada right 
to argue that the gentleman proposed to print such 
extracts as favored one side of the question rather 
than the other. No conclusion could possibly be 
drawn from what had already been communicated, 
and the people had a right to all the light that could 
be shed upon the subject. 

Sir, (said Mr. Apams,) I say on my authority, 
that if such a proposition was ever made on the 
part of the United States to the Government of 
Mexico, it was received in such a manner as to 
show that it was offensive in the highest degree to 
that Government. If, as the gentleman from 
Sovth Carolina intimates, some parts of those 
documents prove one thing, there may be other 
parts of them which go to prove directly the con- 
trary. If any inference is to be drawn from the 
instructions referred to against the interestsof my 
constituents, or against those of that gentleman’s 
constituents, we ought to have also the answers to 
the propositions referred to, and not draw infe- 
rences {from that which is communicated to us, 


which might be entirely refuted by that which has 


not been communicated. ! repeat that, if there 


ever was such a proposition made to Mexico, it 
was received in such a manner that it never was 


repeated, and never ought to be repeated. I have 
very strong reason to believe, further, (said Mr. 
A.) that at one time the late Executive of the 
United States was deluded into an expectation that 
the Mexican Government were ready to make a 


cession of territory to the United States; and, in- 


deed, in one of the documents lately communicated 


to this House, the Minister from Texas affirms 


to the Secretary of State, that the late Executive 


of the United States was so confident of the acqui- 
sition of Texas, that he offered to Mr. Hotcurins 
G. Burton, or North Carolina, the commission of 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


of the United States had been offered for sale for 
three months, exclusive of interest. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG appealed to the members 
on all sides of the House to bring this measure to 
aconclusion. He did not suppose the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. Underwood) really meant to 
embarrass the Treasury of the United States; but 
his amendment, if adopted, would be the most ex- 
traordinary proposition ever adopted by Congress. 
His proposition was to authorize the sale of three 
bonds, amounting each to about two millions of 
interest. Now there was not a capitalist on the 
face of the earth who would bid for them. Even 
the Bank of the United States, with all its capital, 
could not raise the means to do it, without the aid 
of the Bank of England, for the simple reason that 
the bonds could not be divided. 

Now, what would be the effect of this proposi- 
tion? Here was a bill before the House taking 
from the Secretary of the Treasury the power to 
draw drafts, which destroyed, in one single instant, 
the power to draw for one single dollar to pay the 
public creditors, who were now waiting for these 
Treasury notes. By the amendment he had the 
right to issue only three millions and a half of 
notes in the last quarter of the year, thus tying up 
his hands for three months, except so far as his re- 
iiance upon these three millions and a half only for 
the expenses of the Government during that time, 
when, according to the estimates, at least ten mil- 
lions will be required for the same period. This 
would, in effect, bankrupt the Treasury. 

Mr. C. said he wished too to reach another bill 
of primary importance, the divorce bill, before they 
adjourned, for he was anxions not to leave the 
Treasury and the finances in their present unregu- 
lated condition. In a New York paper he was 
made to say that he never intended to bring that 
bill up. He must have been mistaken in what he 
said, since he argued quite the reverse. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD had understood that there 
were capitalists prepzred to purchase the bank 
bonds; and after a few more words in its support, 
he modified his amendment by striking from it the 
words, “‘exclusive of interest.” 


Mr. LEGARE briefly opposed the amendment, 
but remarked upon what he called the unnecessary 
course of the Secretary of the Treasury in writing 
to brokers and others about the sale of the notes 
before they were authorized to be issued. 


Mr. SERGEANT also remarked, that the Secre- 


tary of the Treasury had taken a view of this bill 
not warranted, either by the language of the bill, 


or by the views of members of that House, so far 


as those views had been disclosed. That gentle- 
man had written to brokers and others, all over the 
country, to inquire of them at what rate it would 
purchase those notes; whereas there was no autho- 
rity in the bill to sell the notes at all. 

The authority or power of the Secretary of the 
Treasury was confined to two points. In the first 
place, he could only issue them to creditors of the 
Government, in satisfaction of debts,on their nomi- 
nal amount, with the interest that may then have 


row upon the hypothecation of the notes. 


accrued. ‘The next power was the power to bor- 


On these points Mr. S. dwelt at some length. As 


to the constitutional power of the Government to 
issue these bills he had no doubt in the world. It 
had as much constitutional power to do that as to 
charter a national bank. With reference to th» 
wants of the Treasury, he preferred that they 
should borrow money of that description, which 
would answer the purposes of the Treasury. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG said a few words in re- 
ply to Mr. S. and gave notice of his intention to 
enter more at large on the subject of the gentle- 
man’s present and late speech in support of a na- 
tional bank, when the divorce billcame up. The 
gentleman’s argument about the people’s money 
and the Government’s money, was a merely ad cap- 
tandum one, designed to produce an effect upon the 
elections in Pennsylvania. 

Mr. C. agreed with the gentleman that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury had not properly constraed 
the act now under consideration; for if he had con- 
strued it properly, there never could be any depre= 
ciation whatever of these notes. There was no 


Governor of that Territory. [Mr. Apams was 
here reminded by the Speaxer that he was trans- 
cending the proper limit of debate upon a mere 
question of printing papers.] Well, (Mr. A. said,) 
he must then fall baek upon the ground of natural 
justice, which he said would sufficiently sustain 
his argument that all the papers, if any, ought to 
go together to the American people. ; 

Mr Apams having demanded the yeas and nays 
on the motion to amend the resolution, and they 
having oeen ordered to be taken— 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved for the orders of 


the day. 
TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the “bill to authorize the issuing of Treasury 
notes.” 

The question pending being the amendment of 
Mr. UNDERWOOD, to authorize the Secretary? of 
the ‘Treasury to issue only three millions and a 
hall of ‘Treasury notes, until the bonds of the Bank 









power given in the bill to sell the notes but io bors 


row money upon them. 

Mr. PICKENS made an urgent appe 
House, that, considering the lateness of the Session 
and the important measures behind, they won 
vote un all the proposilions now before jt on a 
bill. He declared his intention of voting ava 7 
the bill himself if itembraced interest, > 

Mr. MERCER opposed the bill. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD a ain modified his amo, 
ment, so as :o authorize the Secretary of the = 
sury to exchange the bonds with the Ban] - 
United States for smaller bonds. 

Mr. GHOLSON replied principally to the; 
marks of Mr. BELL on Saturday last, and soo, 
in opposition to the establishment of a national 
bank, and in support of the bill, without 4), 
amendment, under consideration. He insisted th,; 
the bill was opposed, and was intended, if possible. 
to be defeated, for the express purpose of . 
the object to charter a national bank. 

Mr. BELL spoke briefly in reply. 

Mr. REED animadverted upon what he terme, 
the miserably erroneous estimates of the Secretary 
and argued against the necessity of passing the 
original bill without the amendment, viz: to sel} thy 
bank bonds. 

Mr. GHOLSON rejoined to Mr. Brus, but his 
remarks were cut off by the hour having arrive: 
fur taking a recess, when the House adjourned \jjj 
4 o’clock. 


al to the 


€ Of the 


Promoting 


[EVENING SESSION. ] 

On the Speaker resuming the Chair, a quorum 
not being present, 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, a call of the Hous 
was ordered. The Clerk commenced calling the 
roll, when, a number of the absentces arriving, 4 
motion prevailed, dispensing with all further pro. 
ceedings in the call; and the House resumed the 
consideration te 

TEEASURY NOTR BILL. 

The question being on the amendment of Mr, 
Unperwoop : 

Mr. GHOLSON resumed his remarks. Ne wa: 
in favor of granting indulgence to the banks, in 
order that they might extend indulgence to they 
debtors. The gentleman from Tennessee (Mi 
Bell) had said something about “ Government \r- 
ing forced into terms,” if it would not comply with 
the wishes of the banks. Did the gentleman 
mean to holt ont a threat that the banks would 11- 
crease the distress which now prevailed, by creatuis 
anarchy over the country, if their terms were not 
complied with. Well, let them do so. He care! 
not for such threats; neither did he represent a 
constituency that was to be influenced by measure 
of intimidation. He was sure the administration 
were not to be frightened into terms. The vbjec! 
of the ainend ment was to benelit the United Siates 
Bank, andjto enable it to reap a benelit to the um 
jury of the country. re 

Mr. CURTIS, among all the measures of relic! 
proposed, preferred the original House bill brought 
in by the chairman of the Committee of Ways a! 
Means; and he had not been satisfied with the rea- 
sons given by that gentleman for abandonine '\ 
and introducing that of the Senate. He was! 
opinion that the present measure was ouly catc- 
lated to relieve the Government, while it wo: 
certainly embarrass the people. He had a right! 
suppose, from the report of the Secretary, thal 
was intended w convert a certain portion oi WW” 
Treasury notes, bearing interest, into specie. The 
effect would be that the merchants who had spec’ 
deposited in the banks would draw it out to pur 
chase the notes. The banks, being thus deprive’ 
of their specie, would be effectually preven” 
from resuming specie payments. The banks ™ 
lied on the co-operation of their depositors (0 © 
able them to resume the payment of specie, © 
allowing it to remain in their vaults, but their pis" 
would be frustrated by the adoprioa of this bi! 
without the amendment. It had been said that 
Treasury notes would serve for fureign remittanc’ 


ing to the short period they had to run. nm . 
the price of exchange on London was now 
about fourteen per cent. and he was informed’ 
there would be no advantage in using the ie 


bat in his opinion, that would not be the case, °** 
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for that purpose, unless the price of exchange was 
wenty-five percent. He was willing to admit that 
be Treasury notes would give a limited relief, but 
7 limited that he could nut vote fur it. In reply 
~ : question from Mr, CaMBRELENG, he repeated that 


ne was Willing to vote tor the original House bill; but 


now the Senate bill had been introduced in its stead, 
ye would rather vote forthe amendment now on the 
able, for the sale of the bonds, providing the bank 
could be prevailed upon to purchase so much of the 
swck, as would divide it, so as to make it saleable 
in the London market. He thought that measure 
would afford more relief than the issue of Treasury 
poles, bearing interest. 

The question then recurred on the amendment of 
Mr. Unpekwoon, 
“Mr. WILLIAMS called for the ayes and nays; 
waich were ordered—ayes 95, noes 109, as tfol- 


jows: 

"yBAS _Mesars. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John 
w Allen, Ayerigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Briggs, William B. 
Cyhoun, John Cathoon, John Campbell, William B. Uarter, 
Chambers, Cheathain, Childs, Clowney, Cranston, Crockett, 
fyrtia Cashing, Darlington, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Daan, 
r nore, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Geode, James Gra- 
him, Geenvell, Grillin, Halstead, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, 
Hawes, Heary, Herod, Hoffman, Hepkins, Robert M. T. Mun- 
oor Win Cost Johnsen, Lawler, Lincola, Andjew W. Loomis, 
Yallory, Marvin, Samson Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKennan, 
ajenelve. Mercer, Mtthias Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, 
Noyes, Oale. Patterson, Peck, Pickens, Pope, Potts, Rariden, 
Ravlolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Rumsey, 
Rysell, Sergeant, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, 
Shields, Sibley, Slade, Stratton, Ta iaferro, Thompson, Un. 
derwood, Albert S. White, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, 
Lewis Williams, Sherrad Williams, Joseph Williams, Chri>- 
wpher H. Williams, Wise, Vell, and Yorke—95. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Batty, 
Burne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn, 
Ruchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, Casey, Chaney, Chanman, 
Cilley, Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, 
Crary, Cushman, Davee, DeGrafl, Dromgoole, Edwards, Far- 
t 1, Fairfield, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Gholson, Glascock, 
Gatland, Grant, Grav, Hatey, Hammond, flarrison, Haw- 
xins, Haynes, Holt, Hubley, William Hl. Hunter, Thomas B. 
Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
Soha W. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, 
Lewis, Logan, Arphaxed Loomis, Martia, May, McKay, Robert 
McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, McKim, Miller, 
Montgomery, Moore, Mergan, Samuel W, Morris, Muhlenberg, 
Murray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Paynter, 
Peonybacker, Petriken, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Reilv, 

Roe, Richardson, Rives, Sawyer, Sheffer, Sheplor, Smith, 

Sovder, Spencer, Stewart, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, 
Towns, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Webster, Weeks, Thomas 

T. Whittlesey, and Jared W. Williams—109. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved to amend by striking 
out the first section, and inserting a clause, au 
thorizing the Secretary to borrow, from time to 
time, a sufi not exceeding seven miilions of dol- 
lars. 

Mr. PICKENS said that if this amendment pre- 
vailed, it would be clothing the Secretary of the 
Treasury with a much greater power than that of 
wsuung Treasury notes. He thought, therefore, as 
ihe gentleman was opposed to leaving power in the 
hands of the Officers of the Government, he should 
not introduce an amendment of this kind. 

Mr. ROBERTSON replied that the Constitution 
ofthe United States authorizes the President to 
borrow money, but it did not authorize the Govern- 
ment to issue paper money. This being the case, 
he must adhere to this amendment. 

Mr. DAWSON was decidedly in favor of the 
amendment submitted by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, and shoald give it his support. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
and decided in the negative—yeas 86, nays 131, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John W. 
Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Mond, Briggs, William B. Cal- 
houn, John Calhoon, William B. Carter, Chambers, Cheat- 
him, Childs, Clowney, Coles, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, 
Catus, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Den- 
is, Dunn, Elmore, Richard Fletcher, Filmore, Goode, Gren- 
al, Griffin, Halstead, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, 
Henry, Herod, Hopkins, RobertM T. Hunter, William Cost 
Johnson, Lawler, Lincoln, Andrew W. Loomis, Mallory, Mar- 
vi, Samson Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKennan, Mercer, 
Milligan, Calvary Morris,“ Naylor, Ogle, Patterson, Peck, 
Paillips, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, 
Ri lgway, Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, 
Slade. Southgate, Stanley, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thomp- 
en, Underwood, Albert S. White, Elisha Whittlesey, Chrievo- 
pher If. Williams, Wise, and Yorke—86. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Borden, Bouldio, Brodhead, 
Bronson, Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, John Camp- 
bell, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Gilley, Claiborne, Clark, 
Cleveland, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, DeGraft, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, 
Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Gholson, Glaseock, James 
Graham, Grantiand, Grant, Gray, Haley, Hanmond, Harri- 
fu, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Howard, Hubley, Wil- 
4am H. Hunter, lugham, Thonias B. Jackson, Jabez Jacksvu, 
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Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Kemble, Kil- 


gore, Klingensinith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Ar- 
phaxed Loomis, Lyon, Martin, May, McKay, Robert McClel- 
lan, Abraham McClellan, MeClure, McKim, Miller, Mont- 
ginery, Moore, Morgan, Samuet W. Morris, Muhlenberg, 
Murray, Noble, Noyes, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, 
Paynter, Peanybacker, Petriken, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, 
Pouer, Pratt, Pren isa, Reily, Rheu, Richardson, Rives, 
Sheffer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, 
Sheplor, Sibley, Smith, Spencer, Stewart, Taylor, Thomas, 
Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, 
Webster, Weeks, Joka White, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Lewis 
Williams, Sherrod Williams, Jared W. Williams, Joseph 
Williams, Worthington, aud Yell—L36. 

Mr. ROBERTSON then moved an amendment 
to the fourth section of the bill, providing that no 
Treasury notes shall be issued so long as there are 
any available funds in the Treacury, overt and 
above one million of dollars. 

Mr. ROBERTSON catled for the yeas and nays 
on this amendment; which were ordered, and were 
—yeas 102, nays 120, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, Join W. 
Allea, Aycrigg, Bell, Buidle, Bound, Bouldin, Briggs, William 
B. Cathoun, John Calhoun, J. Campbell, William B. Carier, 
Chambers, Cheathain, Childs, Clowney, Corwin, Cranston, 
Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Davies, 
Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, 
Filmore, James Garland, Goode, James Graham, Wilham 
Graham, Graves, Grennell, Greflia, Halstead, Harlan, Har- 
per, Listings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hottman, Hopkins, H. 
Johnson, William Cos. Johnson, Lawler, Linco!n, Andrew 
W. Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, Samzon Mason, Maury, 
Maxwell, McKenuan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Calvary, 
Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Patterson, Peck. Phillips, Pickens, 
Pope, Potts, Rariden, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertsva, 
Rumsey, Russel, Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Charlies Shepard, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanley, Stone, 
Stratten, Taliaferro, Thompson, Underwood, Albert S$. White, 
Join White, Elisha Whictlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod 
Williams, Joseph Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, 
and Yorke—102. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Borden, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Broyn, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng Casey, Chaney, Chap- 
man, Cilley, Clairborne, Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, 
Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, J. Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, 
Gholson, Glascock, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Haley, Hammond, 
Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Howard, Hubley, 
Wo. H. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, 
Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Kembte, 
Kilgore, Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Ar 
vhaxed Loomis, James M. Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert 
McClellan,A. McClel'an, McClure,McKim,Miller, Montgomery, 
Moore, Morgan, 8 W. Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, Noble, 
Noyes, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Paynter, Penny- 
backer, Petriken, Phelps, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, 
Reily, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Sheffer, Sheplor, Smith, Sny- 
der, Spencer, Stewart, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, 
Towns, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, 
Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Worthington, 
and Yell—120. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. SOUTHGATE moved to amend by provid- 
ing tha‘ no Treasury notes should be re-issued after 
their return to the Treasury, but that they be can- 
celled; which was adopted. 

Mr. SOUTHGATE then moved to amend the 
bill by providing that notes should be issued as 
low as fifty dollars, instead of one hundred dollars, 
as named in the hill. 


Mr. LEGARE hoped the gentleman would mo- 
dify his amendment, by reducing the denomination 
of the notes as low as twenty-five dollars, so as to 
enable persons in the service of the United States 
to receive these notes, and instanced in support of 
this suggestion the case of a soldier in the army in 
Florida, who had to pay fifty per cent. to have mo- 
ney discounted which he had received. 


Mr. MASON, of Va. called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 


Mr. WISE said he should vote to reduce these 
notes as low as five dollars, or one dollar. If we 
were to have a paper circulation of this kind, he 
wished the laborer to be benefited by it, as well as 
the capitalist. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the amendment 
would not prevail. He had no idea of using the 
credit of the Government of the United States to 
issue a small note circulation. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, was in favor of 
reducing the denomination of the notes to fifty dol- 
lars, because it would enable persons desirous of 
entering public land to use this paper in the par- 
chase thereof. He said that a large number of 
those persons who bought public 2nd, bought it in 
forty acre lots, and this currency would suit their 
purposes; whereas, if the notes were of one hun- 
dred dollars and upwards, they could never be used 
by them. 

“Mr. WISE hoped his friend from Kentucky 


would reduce the notes to five dollars instead of 
fifty. 
Mr. SOUTHGATE said his only object was to 
have the notes in the most acceptable form, and at 
the requst of several of his friends around him, he 
would modify his amendment by reducing the notes 
to twenty-five dollars. 

Mr. McKAY called for the yeas and nays on 
this, which were ordered, and were—yeas 88, nays 
130, as fellows: 


YEAS—Messrs, Beirne, Bond, Boon, Briggs, Bynum, John 
Calhoon, John Campbell, Wm. B Carter, Casey, Chaatters, 
Chapman, Cheathain, Cluids, Clark, Corwin, Craig, Craefett, 
Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Elmore, Ewing, Isaac Pletcher, vas. 
Garland, Rice Garland, Gholson, Glascock, Goode, James 
Graham, William Graham, Grantland, Graves,‘ Halstead, Tar- 
per, Hawkins, llenry, Herod, Robert M. T, flunter, Henry 
Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Wim. ©. Johnson, Lawler, hegare, 
Lewis, Lincoln, A. W. Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, Martin, 
May, McKim, McKennan, Menefee, Montgomery, Galvary 
Norris, Murtay, Ozle, Patterson, Peck, Pickens, Reacher, 

theit, Richardson, Ridgway, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, Rus 
sell, Augustine Hf. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shielkt, -Sib 
ley, Smith, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stanley, Stone, Talia 
ferro, Underwood, Albert 8. White, John White, Misha Whit 
tlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Joseph Wilkams, 
Wise, and Yell—8& 

NAYsS-- Messis. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John W. 
Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Ayckrigg, Beatty, Bick 
nelt, Biddle, Birdsall, Borden, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, 
William B. Calhoun, Cambrel2ug, Chaney, Gilley, Cleveland, 
Coles, Connor, Crary, Cranston, (Curtis, Cushing, Cushman, 
Darlington, Dawson, Davee, Davies, DeGratl, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Badwarda, Everett, Farrington, Fairfield, Richard 
Fletcher, Fillmere, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Graut, Gray, Haley, 
Hammond, Harrison, Tastings, Hawes, Haynes, Hoffman, 
Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Witham H. Hunter, 
Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, 
Logan, Arplaxed Loomis, Marvin, James M. Mason, Samson 
Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKay, Robert McClellan,*Abraham 
McClellan, McClure, Mercer, Milligan, Miller, Meore, Morgan, 
Samuel W. Morris, Muhlenberg, Naylor, Noble, Noves, Owens, 
Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petriken, 
Phe!ps, Phillips, Piumer, Petts, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Rari- 
den, Randolph, Reed, Reily, Sawyer, Sergeant, Sheffer, Shep 
lor, Slade, Stewart, Straiion, Tayloz, Thomas, Thonipson, 
Vitus, ‘Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, 
Weheter. Weeks, Tho .as T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, 
C. H. Williams, Worthington, and Yorke—t30. 


So the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. SOUTHGATE then moved to strike out of 
the bill ** one hundred,” and insert ‘ fifty,” so as 
to reduce the notes to fifty dollars. 

Mr. GHOLSON ealled for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered,.and were—yeas 141, nays 81, 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, John W. Allen, Anderson, An- 
drews, Beirne, Bond, Boon, Bouldin, Briggs, Bronson, Bruyn, 
Bynum, John Calhoon, John Campbell, William B. Carter, 
Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chaprnan, Cheatham, Childs, 
Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Clowney, Connor, Corwin, Craig, 
Crary, Crockett, Cushman, Davee, Pend DeGraff, Dennis, 
Dunn, Edwards, Elmore, Ewing, Fairfie d, Isaac Fictcher, 
Fillmore, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gholson, Glascock, 
Goode, James Graham, William Graham, Grantiand, Grant, 
Graves, Gray, Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Halstead, Hammon, 
Harlan, Harrison, Marper, Hastings, Mawkins, Haynes, Henry, 
Herod, Hoffinan, Holt, Robert M. T. Hunter, Ingham, Jabez 
Jackson, Henry Johnson, Joseph Johnson, William Cost 
Johason, Kilgore, Lawler, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewie, Lincoln, 
Aadrew W. Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, Sanison Mason, 
Martin, Abraham McClellan, McKim, McKennan, Menetec, 
Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Caivary Morris, Mubtenberg, 
Murray, Noyes, Ozle, Palmer, Parmenter, Patterson, Pickens, 
Pope, Pott r, Pratt, Rariden, Reily, Renecher, Rhett, Richar’ 
son, Ridgeway, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, Augustie 
H Shepherd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, Sibley, Siac, 
Smith, Soyder, Southgate, Rpencer, Stanly, Stone, Taliaferr, 
Titus, Towns, Underwood, Vail, Webster, Albert 8. Whit, 
John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williauis, Sherred Wit 
liams, Joseph Williams, Wise, and Yell—141. . 

NAYS—Mes«is. Adams, HMeman Allen, Athertoa, Avycriggz, 
Beatty, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Borden, Brodhead, Buchanan, 
William B. Cathoun, Cambreleng, Cilley, Coles, Cranston, 
Curtis, Darlington, Dawson, Davies, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Everett, Farrington, Richard Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, 
Hawes, Holsey. Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Wiliam He Hun- 
ter, Thomas B. Jackson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Kemble, Klinzensmith, Logan, Arphaxed Loomis, Janes M. 
Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKay, Robert McClellan. McClure, 
Mercer, Milligan, Moere, Samuel W. Morris, Naylor, Noble, 
Owens, Parker, Paynter, Pearce, Pennybacker, Petrikin, 
Phelps, Phillips, Plumer, Potts, Prentiss, Reed, Sawyer, Ser- 
geant, Sheffer, Stewart, Stratton, Taylor, Thomas, Toucey, 
Turney, Vanderveer, Wagener, Weeks, Jared W. William», 
Christopher Li. Williama, Worthingten, amd Yorke—81. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MERCER then moved to reduce the whole 
amount of Treasury notes to be issued to seven 
millions of dollars. 

Mr. MERCER called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 102, nays, 
121, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander. Heman Allen, John Ww. 
Allea, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Bouidin, Bagzs, William 
B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, Wm. B. Carter, Chambers, Cheat- 
ham, Childs, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Dar- 
lingt'm, Dawson, Dzvies, Deberrv. Dennis, Dunn, Eimore, Eve- 
rett, Ewing. Richar.! Pletcher, Fillmore, Goode, Jaz, Graham, 
William Graham, Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Halstead, Harlan 
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arper thors. Hawes, Henry, Herod, Robert M. T. Hunter 
mer Johacon, Willavn Cost Johnson, Lincoln, Ap- 
drew W. Loomis, Mallory, Murvin, Sameon Meson, Maury, 
Maxwell, McKernan, Menefee, Mercer, M.tligan, Calvary Mor 
ria, Navior, Noves, Ozle, Patterson, Pearce, Peck, Phillips, 
Pope, Potts, Roriden, Reed, Rencier, Ridgway, Roberteon, 
Rumeey, Russel) Sawyer, Sergeant, Augusune I Bhepperd, 
Charles Bhepar! Shielde, Bibley, Flade, Snyder, Southgate, 
Stanly, Stone, Birvation, Taliaferro, Thor pron, 1 underwood, 
Albert 8. White, Job White, Elisha Whittesey, Lewis Wil 
liams, Sherrod W.: ams, Joseph Willems, Christopher 
Williams, Wise, anu Yorke—IP2 


NAYS—Mesers. Anderon, A ' Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Borden, Erodheac, Bronson, 
Bruyn, Buchanen Bynum, Cam! g, 7 hy J. Carver, 
Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cilloy, Claiborne, Clark, Cieveland, 
Coles, Connor, Craiz, Crary, Cush Davee, DeGrat, Drom 

oole, Duncay, Eslwaris, Fart Fairtielt, I * Fletcher, 
‘foster, Fry, Gallup, James G l. Rice Garian’d, Gholson, 
Glascock, Grantland, Grant, ¢ Haley, Tammonod, Harri- 


son, Hawkins, Helsey, It mH phi Howard, Tiubley, Wi- 


liam H. Hunter, Ingham, Thonias I. Jick Jaton Jackson, 
Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jui John W. Jones, Kemble, 
Kilgore, Legare, Leadbetter, Lews. Locan, Arplaxed Loomis, 


voy James M. Mason, Martin, Kiebert McClellan, Abraham 
cClellan, McClure. McKim, Miller, Moutgomery, Moore, 
Morgan, Samuel W Morris, Muhilenber Muriay. Noble, 
Owens, Paliner, Parker Parnes. P yhacker, Petr.ken, 
Phelps, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, Preit Reily, Rheu. Richard- 
eon, Rives, Shefer, Sheplor, Smith, Spencer, Stewart, Taylor, 
Thomas, Titus, Tourey, Towne, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, 
Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. 
Williams, Worthington, and Yeil—121. 

So the motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. LEGARE then moved an amendment that 
the interest on these notes should be reduced from 
Rix to two per cent. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio called for the 

eas and nays, which were ordered, and were— 


yeas $9, nays 127, «as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. John W. Allen, Boon, Bouldin, Bruyn, John 
Campbell, William B. Carter, Chaney, Chapman, Childs, 
Cilley, Claiborne, Cleveland, Clowney, Connor, Craig, Crary, 


Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Daws Davee, Dennis, Duncan, 
Dunn, Elmore, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Isaac Fletcher, Jas. 
Gariand, Rice Garland, Gholson, G'aseock, Goode, Janes Gra- 
ham, William Graham, Grennell, Griffin, Hammond, Harlan, 
Harper, Hastings, Wawee, Hawkins, Hayues, Herod, Hoffinan, 
Hubley, Inghom, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Joeeph Johnson, 
William Cost Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Lawler, Legare, Lead- 
better, Lewis, Lyon, Martin, Montgomery, M. Morris, Calvary 
Morris, Mehlenberg, Noble, Ogle, Patterson, Peck, Petrikin, 
*hillipe, Pickens, Pope, Rhett, Richardson, Ridgway, Rives, 
Sawyer, Sheffer, Augustire H. Shepperd. Charles She; ard 
Sheplor, Sibley, Smith, Stewart, Stone, Thompson, Towns, 
Turney, Under wood, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, John White, 
Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, 
Sherrod Williams, Joseph Williams, Wise, and Yell—99. 

NA YS—Messrs. Adams, Alexancer, Heman Allen, Anderson, 
Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, 
Biddle, Birdsall, Bend, Borden, Briggs, Brodhead,- Bronson, 
Buchanan, Bynum, William B. Calhoun, John Calhoun, Cam- 
breleng, Casey, Chambers, Cheatham, Clark, Coles, Corwin, 
Cranston, Cushman, Darlington, Davies, Deberry, DeGraff, 
Dromgoole, Edwards, Everett, Farrington, Fairfield, Fillmore, 
Foster, Fry, Gallup, Grantland, Grant, Graves, Gray. Haley, 
Halstead, Harrison, Henry, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, 
William AM. Hunter, Robert M. T. Huater, Thomas B, Jackson, 
Jabez Jackson, Jolin W. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, Kling: nsmith, 
Lincoln, Logan, Andrew. W. Loomis, Mallory, Marvin, James 
M. Mason, Samsou Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKay, Robert 
McClellan, Abraham McClej'an, McClor2, McKim, McKennan, 
Menetee, Mercer, Milligan, Miller, Moore, Mor Fanuel W. 
Morris, Murray, Naylor, Noye-, Owens, Paim Parker, Par- 
menter, Paynter, Pearce, Pennybacker, Pluiner, Potis, Potter, 





Pratt, Prentiss, Rariden, Reed, Reily, Rencher, Rumeey, 
Russell, Sergeant, Shicids, miace, Soyd Southgate, Spencer, 


Stanley, Siration, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, 
Vail, Vanderveer, Albert 8S. White, Jared W. 
Williams, Worthington, and Yorke—127. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. RHETT then moved as a substitute for the 
bill, a bill authorizing the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to issue four millions of dollars in Treasury 
notes, without interest, and make sale of the bonds 
of the Bank of the United States. 

The CHAIR decided this amendment to be out 
of order, on the ground that the [louse had passed 
upon many of the provisions contained in the sub- 
stitute. 

Mr. RHETT then moved te recommit the till to 
the Committee of Ways an -ans, With instruc- 
ions to report the amendments contained in the 
sirbstitute; which motion was lost without division. 

The question then reca:red upon concurring 
with the Committee of the Whole in their amend- 
ment to the original House bill, as again amended 
by the House itself. 

Mr. BRIGGS called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 123, nays 99 
as follows: 

YFAS—Meerers. Iceman Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Reatty, Beiine, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Borden, Bouldin, 
Hriegs, Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, Cam 
hweleng. Timothy J. Carter, Casey, Chaney, Cilley, Claiborne, 
‘ lark, Clevelan:|, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, 
Hravee, DeGratl, Dromeoole, Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, 
Vairfielc, Richard Fietcher, Isaac Fietcher, Foster, Gallup, 
fames Gar ang, Gholsen, Glascock, Grandiand, Grant, Gray, 
thatey, Hammond, Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Hol 


Titus, Toucey, 
Williams, C. H. 
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sey, Holt, Howard, Hubley, William Hi. Hunter, Ingham, 
Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jocikson, Henry Johnson, Joseph 
Johnson, Noth niel Jones, John W. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, 
Kiingensmith, Leatheuer. Logan, Arphaxed Loomis, Lyon, 
James M. Mason, Martin Maxwell, McKay, Robert McClellan, 
Abraham McClelian, McClure, McKim, Miller, Montgomery, 
Moore, Samuel W. Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, Noble, Noyes, 
Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Paynter, Pennybacker, 
Petriken, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, Prentice, 
Reiley, Rencher, Rives, Robertson, Sheffer, Sheplor, Smith, 
Snyder, Spencer, Stewart, Taylor. Thomas, Titus, Toucey, 
Towns, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, 
Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Worthington, and 
Yell—123. 

NAYS—-Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, 
Biddle, Bood, William B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, John 
Campbell, William B. Carter, Chambers, Chapman, Cheat- 
ham, Childs, Clowney, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, 
Darlington, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Elmore, 
Everett, Ewing, Filmore, Fry, Rice Garland, Goode, James 
Graham, William Graham, Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Hal- 
stead, Harlan, Harper. Hastings, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, 
Robt. M. T. Hunter, Jenifer, William Cost Johnson, Legare, 
Lewis, Lincola. Anc:ew W. Loomis, Mallory, Marvin, Samson 
Mason, Maury, Me Kennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Matthias 
Mortis, Caivary Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Patterson, Pearce, Peck, 
Phillips, Pope, Potis, Rariden, Reed, Rhett, Richardson, Ridg- 
way, Ruinsey,Russei!, Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine H. Shep- 
perd, Chratles Shepard, Shields, Sibley, Slade, ®outhgate, 
Stanley, Brone, Stratton. Taliaferre, Thompson, Underwood, 
Albert S. White. John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Sherrod Williams, Joseph Williams, Christopher H. 
Williams, Wise, and Yorke—99. 


So the House concurred with the Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr BRIGGS then called for the yeas and nays 
on the engrossment of the bill, which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 127, nays 98, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Athe ton, Beatty. Beirne, 
Bicknell. Birdsall, Boon, Borden, Bouldin, Brodhead, Brenson, 
Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, Join Calhoon, Cambreleng, John 
Campbell, T. J. Carter, Chaney, Chapman, Cilley, Claiborne, 
Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig. Crary, Cushman, 
Davee, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Farrington, Fairfield, 
Foster, Gallup, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gholson, Glas- 
cock, Grantland, Gray, Haley, Hammond, Harrison, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Howard, Flubley, Wm. H. 
Hunter, Ingham, Thos. B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Henry 
Johnson, Joseph Johnsen, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Kemble, Kil- 
gore, Klingensmith, Lawler, Legare, Leadbetter, Logan, Ar- 
phaxed Loomis. Lyon, James M. Mason, Martin, Maxwell, 
McKay, Robert McCiellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, Mc- 
Kim, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, SamuelW. Morris. Muhlen- 
bere, Murray, Noble. Noyes, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Par- 
menter, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petriken, Phelps, P'mmer, Pot- 
ter, Pratt, Prentiss, Rariden, Reilly, Rhett, Richardson, 
River, Sheffer, Sheplor, Smith, Spencer, Stewart, Taylor, 
Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney. Vail, Vanderveer, 
Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T, Whittlesey, Jared W. 
Williams, Worthington, and Yell]—127, 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John 
W. Allen. Aycrige, Bell, Biddle. Bond, Briggs, William. B. 
Calhoun, Wm. B. Carter, Casey,Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, 
Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, 
Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Elmore, Everett, 
Ewing, Filmore, R. Fletcher, Fry, Goode, James Graham, Wm. 
Graham, Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Halstead, Harlan, Harper, 
Iastings, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, R. M. T. Hunter, Jenifer, 
Wm. C. Johnson, Lewis, Lincoln, A. W. Loomis, Mallory, 
Marvin, S. Mason, Maury, MeKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Mil- 
ligan. Mathias Merris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Patter- 
son, Pearce, Peck, Phillips, Potts, Reed, Rencher, Ridgeway, 
Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant. Augustine H. 
Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Snyder, 
Southgate, Stanly, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, 
Underwood, Albert §. White, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, 
Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Joseph Williams, Christo- 
pher H. Williams, Wise, and Yorke—98. 


So the bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time to-day. 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
sage from the President of the United Siates in an- 
swer to a resolution of the House calling upon him 
to lay before the House the proceedings of the 
Court of Inquiry in the case of General Wool and 
others; which, on motion, was laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 

The House adjourned at half past 8 o'clock 
pm. 

IN SENATE, 
Turspay, October 10, 1837. : 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented sundry memorials 
from the city and county of Philadelphia, and from 
Montgomery and other counties of Pennsylvania, 
remonstrating againstthe annexation of Texas; 
which were ordered to lie on table. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a preamble and twenty- 
four resolutions, passed ata meeting of the citizens 
of Hamilton county, Ohio. Mr. A. said Hamilton 


county was known as the most populous and 
wealthy county in the State, and the paper was 
signed by the most respectable individuals, the 
views set forth were chiefly in accordance with the 
views of the Message, as set forth by the President; 


he moved that the paper be laid on the 
printed; which was agree! to. 

A resolution giving to Wisconsin Territory ie 
tain public documents, was taken UP and dic. 
cussed, and afterwards laid on the table. _ 

A message was received from the House of Re 
presentatives, stating that it had passed a bil 
authorizing the issuing of Treasury notes. i 

Mr. WRIGHT explained wherein this pj)) 9. 
fered from the one emanating from the Sena. 
This bill, after being read twice, was referre) , 
the Committee on Finance. = 
The bill regulating the fees of district attorners 
in the renewal of merchants’ bonds, received a th; 
reading, and was finally passed. It now reads. — 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen. 
tatives of the United States of America, in Congyy 
assembled, ‘That in all cases of extension of the San 
of payment of bonds given for duties on impor: 
it shall be according to such directions as may | 
given by the Secretary of the Treasury; and th 
extension of payment of the old bond, or the takins 
ofa new bond, shall be by the respective enllect in 
subject to no other charge than such as may yp 
legally receivable on the taking of the orizing 
bond upon the entry of merchandise. iv 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no foe 
shall accrue to any district attorney on any bond 
left with him for collection, or in a suit commenced 
on any bond for the renewal of which provision js 
made by law, unless the party or parties shall 
neglect to apply for such renewal for more than 
twenty days after the maturity of such bond. 

Mr. WRIGHT then moved to take up the bil 
authorizing the deposite of merchandise in ware. 
houses, and for other purposes. 

Mr. CALHOUN made a few remarks in relation 
to his disposition to adhere strictly to the compro- 
mise act; and, so far as there wae nothing in the 
bill to counteract that measure, it should receive 
his support. It was a measure intended for the re- 
lief of the eommercial interests; and by the amend- 
ment which he would offer as a proviso to the first 
section, the interest which he represented he thought 
would not be compromised. He would, therefore, 
move to insert as a proviso to the first section the 
following: 

“Provided always, that in all cases where, by 
the existing laws, creditsare allowed for duties, and 
bonds to secure the payments of the same are re- 
ceivable by the collectors of the cuSems, it she!! 
be at the option of the importer, his facior, agent, 
or consignee, until the first day of July, 1842, to 
place the goods upon which such duties are charge- 
able, in store, pursuant to the provisions of this act, 
or to give the bonds for the duties allowed by the 
existing laws, and for the periods of time provil- 
ed for in those laws; but the election shall in all 
cases be made at the time of importation, and be- 
fore the goods have been placed in the store, as 
allowed by this, or any other existing law.” 

Mr. WRIGHT said he presumed there woul 
now be no objection, as the bill in that shape would 
not conflict with the contending interests. 

Mr. CLAY thought the amendment more objec- 
tionable than the original bill; it now left with the 
importer the option to land his goods, and warehouse 
them, and remove them at his pleasure from place 
to place, taking advantage of all the markets, from 
New York to Philadelphia, Baltimore or Boston. 
The privileges to the importer were too srcal. 
Mr. C. thought it better to let the whole matter lie 
over until the next session, and moved postpote- 
ment until the first Mouday in December next. 

Mr. NILES made some remarks as to the im- 
propriety of stimulating the commercial busines 
to excess, which the credit system has the means 
of doing. ; 

Mr. WEBSTER thought it better not to commit 
themselves by a vote on the bill, he believed 
would be better to postpone it, as some of the !ea- 
tures in his estimation might expose the revenue {0 
danger. 

Mr. KNIGHT, also wished the subject post 
poned, as the bill in its present shape might have 4 
tendency to disturb the markets. 

Mr. WRIGHT asked for the yeas and nays on 
the question to postpone, when there appeared—for 
it 17, against it 22, as follows: 
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YEAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, 
Crittenden, Kent, Knight, McKean, 
Rives, Robbins, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, White, and 
Williams—17. 

NAYS—Messts. Alien, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King of 
slabama, King of Georgia, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, 
Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Smith of Con- 
yecticut, Strange, Walker, Wall, Wright, and 
Young—22. ; 

The question was then taken on the proviso 
ofered by Mr. Calhoun. On this question the yeas 
and nays having been ordered, there appeared—for 
t 14, against it 23, as follows: 7 
" YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Calhoun, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King of Alabama, 
King of Georgia, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, 
nonce, Walker, Wright, and Young—1l4. 
“'NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Kent, Knight, 
Lyon, McKean, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 
Robbins, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Strange, 
swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Wall, Webster, and 
Williams—23. P 

Mr. CLAY moved to strike out the fifth section, 
which gives to the importer the privilege sittes. 
yorting goods from warehouse to warehouse, and 
from city to city, at his option. He considered this 

rivilege of removing goods from port to port, 
without the payment of duty, as giving the impor- 
ter oo great an advantage, and as hazardcus to 
the revenue. 

Mr. NORVELL said that he was induced to 
vole for the motion of the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky, because the bill, without the fifth sec- 
ion, gave extensive credit to the importer by al- 
lowing his goods to remain three years in the pub- 
\¢ warehouse without the payment of duties, unless, 
inthe intermediate time, he had found a market, 
and sale for them. ‘The fifth section enabled hime 
0 throw his goods, prior to the payment of duties, 
into any market, to the detriment of goods ofa 
similar kind already in that market, as well as of 
the articles of that sort, in the same market, 
manufactured in the country. But there was one 
dificulty in his mind as to the expediency of 
striking out the fifth section. The largest por- 
tion of foreign merchandise imported into the 
United States came into the port of New 
York. The Boston, Philadelphia, and Baltimore 
merchan's imported many of their goods into New 
York. -If they were required to pay the duties on 
them before they could take them out of the public 
warehouse in that city, it would place them on 
an unequal and disadvantageous footing with the 
New York importers, and would concentrate all 
the money paid for duties on merchandise intend- 
ed for other cities, in the port of New York, al- 
ready sufficiently favored by nature and circum- 
slances as the great money and commercial empo- 
rum of the country. He desired to place all the 
importing merchants on an equality. If the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky would remove this difficulty, if 
there were any substance in it, he would cheerfully 
vole for his motion to strike out the fifth section. 

After some further discussion on this bill, it was 
postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
then reported the bill from the other House, to 
“authorize the issuing of Treasury notes,” without 
amendment. 

Mr. WRIGHT explained the difference between 
the bill as received from the House, and that which 
had originated in the Senate. 

Mr. BENTON moved so to amend the first sec- 
ton, as to strike out the words fifty dollars, and in- 
Sert one hundred; that would make the bill approx- 
imate nearer to what it was when it left the Senate. 
Mr. B. expressed his strong objections to Treasury 
Hotes in general, and it was with great reluctance 
he could! bring himself to vote for any bill that con- 
‘ained such a clause; novhing but the fact that Go- 
vernment would stop for the wantof money would 
have induced him to vote for any paper money, in 
alimeof peace. As the bill had gone from the 
Senate, it was well guarded, but in the other House 
these guards had been broken down; it would re- 
quire but another plunge to reduce to twenty, then 
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ten, and by-and-by we should have notes as 
small as were now issued from banks; such was the 


tendency of the whole payersystem. Mr. B. here 
alluded to the Bank of England, which in the first 
instance had issued no notes of a less de- 
nomination than one hundred pounds; but such 
was the genius of paper money, that in the course 
ef about one hundred and three years it was re- 
duced to one pound, when not a piece of gold was 
to be seen afterwards. The same was the fact 
with regard to the French assignats, first from five 
thousand to one thousand; and each suceessive 
diminution the gold was driven out, untilat last 
they were reduced toten sous. He had determined 
never to lend his sanction to such a proceeding, 
and would call for the yeas and nays on his motion, 
that he might at least record his name against the 
proceeding. 

Mr. NORVELL remarked, that all the objec- 
tions urged by the Senator from Missouri to the 
issue of notes of the denomination of fifty dollars, 
applied with nearly equal force to the issue of 
notes of the denomination of one hundred dollars. 
As far as either could be considered a currency, 
one hundred dollar notes were as much a cur- 
rency as fifiy dollar notes. Bearing interest, how- 
ever, he doubted whether they did not possess 
more the character of a temporary loan than of a 
current circulating medium. One _ suggestion 
seemed not to have occurred to the Senator from 
Missouri. Many persons who emigrated to the 
western country and settled there, desired to pur- 
chase forty acres of public land. Fifty dollars in 
a Treasury note would precisely pay for such a 
tract. In the absence of a specie circulation,® 
while the banks were in a state of suspension ofe 
specie payments, Treasury notes of that denomina- $ 
tion, receivable at the land offices, would prove a 
great convenience to the poorer purchasers of pub- 
lic lands, and would accelerate the settlement and 
improvement of the West. For these reasons, he 
should vote against the motioa of the honcrable 
Senator. ‘ 


Mr. CLAY supported the motion of Mr. Benton 
to retain the $100 as the least objectionable. He 
contended, however, that the whole measure was, 
to all intents and purposes, a national bank, and 
maintained it to be a great bank experiment—that 
in time of profound peace to issue ten millions 
ad‘litional capital, after decrying the banks for en- 
larging their circulation. Instead of issuing these 
notes, he thought it would have been better to have 
suspended some of these works, authorized by the 
appropriation of thirty-two millions, 

Mr. WEBSTER made some remarks against 
the system, but in favor of the motion of Mr. 
Benton to retain $100 as the minimum. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
Mr. Benton’s motion, there appeared for it 16, 
against it 25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Kent, King of Georgia, McKean, 
Pierce, Rives, Robbins, Smith of Gonnecticut, 
Southard, Spence, Tipton, Webster, and White— 
16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, 
Crittenden, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King of Ala- 
bama, Knight, Linn, Lyon, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, 
Norvell, Roane, Robinson, Smith of Indiana, 
Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, Wiil- 
liams, Wright, and Young—25. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and or- 
dered to a third reading; and being read a third 
time, on the question of its passage, 

Mr. WHITE asked for the yeas and nays, as he 
wished to record his vote; when there appeared— 
yeas 35, nays 6, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Alabama, Clayton, Fulton, Grundy, Hub- 
bard, Kent, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, 
Knight, Linn, Lyon, McKean, Morris, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Rives, Roane, Rebinson, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Strange, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, Wall, Web- 
ster, Williams, Wright, and Young—35. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, 
Robbins, Southard, Spence, and White—6. 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the Senate 


proceeded to the consideration ef Executive busi- 
ness, and then 
Adjourned. 


-_ — 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvespay, October 10, 1837. 

Petititions and memorials were presented, an 
leave, by Messrs. LAWLER and LYON af 
Alabama. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina. 

Mr. CHEATHAM of 'Pennessee. 

UNITED STATES, MBXICO, AND TEXAS. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the unfinished business of the morning hour, 
being the resolution submitted on yesterday morn- 
ing by Mr. Extmore, calling for the publication of 
extracts of correspondence in relation to Mexico. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
Apams to strike out the later part of the resolution, 
aad insert a clause providing that the whole of 
the correspondence communicated by the President 
be printed. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, rose to inquire if 
it was the intention of the gentleman from South 
Carolina to reprint the correspordence already 
printed, 

Mr. ADAMS said the Intention of the gentleman 
was to publish certain extract;made by himself. 

Mr. ELLMORE® said the gentleman from Maa- 
sachusetis was mistaken in this respect. He had 
not made the extracts, and only proposed to pub- 
lish what was sent to the House by the Secretary 
of State, in answer to a call made upon him by 
the House. He explained that there was but a 
small portion of the correspondence transmitted, 
which had any bearing on the question in relation 
to the annexation of Texas; the greater por- 
tion of it being in relation to a commercial 
treaty and the bourdary line. .The gentleman 
was certainly mistaken in supposing that the 
selection was made by him. It was made by the 
President of the United States Or the Secretary of 
State; and the only objection he had to having itall 
printed, was that it would add to the eost, occasion 
delay in the printing of the doeument, and be of no 
sort of service when done. He wished it printed 
as soon as pessible, with a view of being laid before 


the people, so that they might be enabled tomake up’ ,* 
heir minds in relation to the great issue presented*,® 
to them by the gentleman from Massachusetts him-"; 
self, in relation to this question of annexation, be-> ,* 
This was his, * 


ing a question of union or disunion. 
only object in having the correspond: nce printed in 
the form proposed in the seustullats = 

Mr. ADAMS said that, after all, if the proposi- 
tion prevails, it wil be a garbled document. He 
had not supposed that the gentleman had made a 
seleetion of extracts from particular letters, but it 
was a selection of extracts from the whele publica- 
tion; and he doubted not that the seiection was 
made to suit the gentleman’s own purposes, exclud- 
ing all others; and the distinction the gentleman takes 
is that the remaining portions of the correspondence 
is in relation to a treaty of commerce and the 
boundary question, and has nothing to do with an- 
nexation. Now Mr. A. contended that the boun- 
dary question had something to do with the ques- 
tion of annexation. It was the boundary question 
which authorized us in the first place to propose to 
the Mexican Government a cession of their claim 
to that portion of their territory. We have had 
a special communication from ihe Executive but 
two sessions ago, stipulating to settle this boun- 
dary question, and bills were brought before this 


* House for the appointment of Commissioners 


to settle it, but commissioners were never ap- 
pointed, and the Texan revolt rendered it impossi- 
ble to settle the boundary question. It might, per- 
haps, be looked upon as a violation of faith with 
Mexico that these commissioners had never been 
appointed; and why it was not done, could only 
be attributed to the impulse whieh carried forward 
2 portion of evr community to get possession of 
the whole of the Territory by treaty, by invasion, 
or by any other means. 

The CHAIR interposed, and informed the gen- 
tleman that the merits of the question could not 
now he disetitsed. 
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Mr ADAMS then proceeded to give his reasons 
for not wishing to have the extracts published 
without having the whole document published. 

Mr. OWENS thought it must be very evident 
that it was not the intention of the gentleman from 
South Carolina to garble the correspondence, or 
suppress any matter connected with the question of 
annexation. His object simply was to have printed 
all the correspondence relative to the subject, with- 
out having it accompanied by matter foreign from 
the subject. With a view, however, of removing 
the difficulty in the mind of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, he moved to amend the resolution, 
by adding to the end thereof the words “and all 
other matters having reference to the subject em- 
braced in that correspondence ” 

Mr. ELMORE accepted this as a modification, 
and further modified his resolution, by omitting the 
word ‘ extract,” wherever it occurs. 

Mr. HOWARD (chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs) said that he would not have parti- 
cipated in this debate, if he had not under-tood the 
honorable gentleman from Massachusi4ts (Mr. 
Adams) to say that it was the fault of the Ameri- 
ean Government that the boundary line between 
the United States and Mexico had not been run 
long azo; and from the high respect to which the 
opinions of that gentleman were entitled, especially 
respecting our foreign affairs, he wished to say that 
commissioners had been appointed to run the line, 
ov our behalf, in proper me. 

Mr. ADAMS said he had not expressed the opi- 
nion that the Government of the United States was 
n fault. 

Mr. HOWARD said he had so «understood him. 
With regard to the question of printing 10,000 ad- 
ditional documents, according to the list prepared 
by the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Eimore,) he was obliged to vote somewhat in the 
dark, because, as the document had not been 
priuted, he could not know what papers would be 
excluded by following that list, and he should there- 
fore vote for printing the whole. The proposition 
to print this additional number of the document he 
considered as an appeal to the peopte from the de- 
cision of the President upon the question of the 
annexation of Texas; and he would suggest to the 
triends of that measure whether it wou!ld be pradent 
to assail the President upon what he (Mr. H.) con- 
sidered to be an impregnable position. There were 
three classes of opinions in the House and in the 
country upon this subject. 

‘lhe SVEAKER interposed, and said the debate 
was likely to taketoo wide a range. 


Ns Mr. HOWARB observed that he would not dis- 


cuss these several opinions, bu: merely remark, 
that it was entirely for those who were considered 
as the especial friends of the annexation to say 
how far they were forwarding their own views by 
pressing this appeal. If they chose to take this 
course he had no objection, and would cheerfully 
vote for any nuraber of copies they might propose. 
He felt very confident that the nation would sanc- 
tion the position tawen by the Executive department 
of the Government; and if the ‘Texas question 
should be now pressed, it would inevitably become 
mixed up with extraneous matter, the result of 
which would be inauspicious to the cause which a 
pertion of this Hlouse so zealously advocated. 
‘This, ‘sowever, Was a question entirely for them to 
consider. For himself, he would say, that he in- 
tended to make up his judgment upon national con- 
siderations only, throwing out of the case all sec- 
tional interests and sectional feelings, which, if not 
discarded, must lead to incorrect conclusions. 

Mr. BIDDLE could not consent te have a set of 
extracts made out for publication, fer the purpose 
of showing that the gendeman from Massachusetts 
had pursued a course in relation w this subject 
which was inconsistsnt. It might be made to ap- 
pear, by extracting from any correspondence, that 
geitemen had pursued an inconsistent course, 
when, by taking the whole in connection, such 
might not be the fact. He thought it entirely im- 
proper that.a gentleman should be permitted to pub- 
lish and circulate, at the public expense, a docu- 
ment, for the purpose of prejudicing the gentleman 
from Massachusetts with the people of the country. 
Mr. ELLMORE explained that the gentleman’ 
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had totally misapprehended him. He had no ob- 
jection if the House authorized the printing of the 
correspondence called for by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts. His only objection to it in the first 
place, was that it would delay the printing, and 
keep the information back from the people. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts, however, might 
move to have the whole printed separately. 

Mr. BIDDLE resumed, and argued that if the 
public was once put in the possession of the doca- 
ments proposed to be published by the gentleman 
from South Carolina, it would be very difficult to 
change the impression which would be made by 
them, and it would be doing injustice to the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts to publish these docu- 
ments separatcly. If they were to be published, 
they should be published all together. 

Mr. PICKENS could not help being pleased at 
the generous sympathy exhibited by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Biddle) for his distin- 
guished friend (Mr. Adams.) He had always un- 
derstood that charity covered a multitude of sins, 
but he could tell the gentleman that if he set out 
with the intention of covering up the inconsisten- 
cies of his friend, he would have a difficult task to 
perform. He understood the motion of his co'- 
league to be to print the documents relating to the 
subject as they were sent from the President. Not 
to make any interpolation of them, but to print 
them as they were prepared at the State Depart- 
ment, and sent to this House, and as his colleague 
had accepted the proposition of the gent!eman from 
Georgia, all the correspondence in relation to the 
subject would be laid before the public. If, then, 
ethe gentleman from Massachusetts desired other 
correspondence to be printed, the only course for 
him to pursue was to introduce a resolution with- 
out the limitation which accompanied the other 
resolution. He desired this correspondence 
laid before the public, so that they might be ena- 
bled to come to correct conclusions in relation to 
the subject, and that it might be known at the 
next session of Congress what the public sentiment 
was in relation to this question. 

Mr. SLADE could see no reason why a selection 
should be made of this correspondence to be sent 
out to the people. We had had it all laid upon 
the Clerk’s table, and printed; and why now make 
a Selection, for the purpose of making an impres- 
sion in a particular way on the public mind? He 
desired to have the whole correspondence pub- 
lished, if any was published. It appeared to him 
that there must be some motive for urging the pub- 
lication of these extracts which did not meet the 
eye. Ile attributed no improper motives to gentle- 
men, but it appeared to him as extraordinary that 
a portion of this correspondence was only asked to 
be printe |. 

Mr. BRIGGS said he understood the gentleman 
from South Carolina had no objection to receive 
the amendment of his colleagne asa modification. 
This being the case, he hoped the gentleman would 
modify his resolution, so as to put an end to the 
discussion. 

Mr. THOMSON hoped his colleague would ac- 
cept of this amendment as a modification. He 
would rather print a volume as large as the Ameri- 
can State papers, than do injustice to the gentleman 
froin Massachusetts, or have the suspicion created 
that injustice was intended io be done him. In 
relation to the remark of the gentleman from Ma- 
ryland, (Mr. Howard) with respect to an appeal 
from the President to the people, he looked upon it 
as singular that a great leader of the demveratic 
party should object to an appeal being taken from 
the President of the United States to the people. 
He had always understood that this was a doctrine 
which they held to, and ought never to raise objec- 
tions to. 

Mr. HOWARD explained, that he had not ob- 
jected to it on this ground, He had not the least 
objection to its being printed. 

Mr. ELLMORE accepted the amendment of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts as a modification. 

The question was then taken, and the resojution, 
as modified, was adopted without a division. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
then proceeded to the orders of the day. 

The CHAIR laid before the House a communi- 


cation from the Secretary of the Treasury 
tion to the claims of Orange H. Dibble, which, , 
motion of Mr. E. WHITTLESRY, was lait" 
the table, and, on that of Mr. FILLMORE, shies 
ed to be printed. le 

EXPRESS MAIL. 

The joint resolution trom the Senate, directing 
the postage on letters sent by the express mail ne 
be paid in advance, was taken up on its first and 
second reading, and the same having been twice 
read, 

_ Mr. ADAMS objected to the form of the resol. 
— the ground that it should be presented a, 

Mr. CONNOR did not deem the objection a y 
valid one, and moved its engrossment. 

Mr BIDDLE wanted some satisfactory reasons 
why this measure had been called for. They haq 
no report from the Postmaster General, but, on 
the contrary, he had expressly disclaimed the po. 
cessity of any change being made. Mr. B. object. 
edto italso, on the ground that it broke jn upon 
the now established mode, and it would be a Jone 
time before the mass of the community would be 
“made acquainted with the change. 

Mr. BRIGGS briefly supported the resolution. 

M# WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved to 
refer the resolution to the Committee on the Pog 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CONNOR remarked, that if it should be 
sent to that committee it could not be acted on 
without a suspension of the rules, since the House 
had passed an order to take up no subject not em- 
braced in the President’s Message. 

With reference to the necessity for the passage 
of the resolution, Mr. C. was not specially apprised 
of the reasons in its favor, no report having ac- 
companied it from the Senate, but he had been 
given to understand that one mainreason was, that 
it was almost impossible to make the community 

ewnderstand that letters sent to members of Con- 
gress by the Express Mail did not go free. From 
the inconvenience suffered by a number of gentle- 
men this way, he hoped the resolution would pass. 

Mr. WILLIAMS then varied his motion to 
refer the resolution to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CUSHING hoped that motion would pre- 
vail. 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped not. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. GRENNELL wanted more information on 
the subject, and he therefore moved to pesipone 
its further consideration till the first Monday in 
December next. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said they had not time to 
devote toa long discussion of this question. He 
thought itso simple and proper a one that they 
ought to pass upon it at once, aud he must, there- 
fore, move the previous question; which was se- 
conded—yeas 838, nays 53, and the main question 
was ordered and carried. 

So the resolution was ordered to be engrossed, 
and, having been engrossed, was read a third time 
and passed. 

DIVORCE BANK BILL. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole ou 
the state of the Union, Mr. SMITH in the chair 

Mr. PICKENS moved to take up Senate bill, 
No. 6, being the ‘‘bill imposing additional duties as 
depositories ‘n certain cases on public officers.” 

Mr. LEGARE hoped the other two bills would 
be first acted on. 

The motion was agreed to—ayes 100, noes 50. 

The bill was then taken up and read through by 
the Clerk. 

Mr. PICKENS then addressed the committee at 
length in support of the principles of the bill. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia said it was his 1- 
tention to offer the substitute of which he had given 
notice, but he would wait until the friends of the 
divorce bili had perfected their measure. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he appreciated the 
courtesy of the gentleman, but he had no amend- 
ment to offer to the bill, and preferred, himself, ad: 
dressing the House on the subject to-morrow. 

MERCHANTS’ BONDS. : 

Mr. PHILLIPS moved that the bill be laid 

aside, and that the committee take up the “bill au- 
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ihorizing a further postponement of payment upon 
daty bonds.” s fa ait. : 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said it was his intention 
have asked the consideration ol that bill, and 
jo the bill granting indulgence to the deposite 
pank, especially as they would, he supposed, take 
yp but a very few minutes. He would, therefore, 
assent to the motion made by the gentleman from 
\tassachusetts with the understanding that the di- 
vorce bill be again taken up in the afternoon. 

“The motion was agreed to—ayes 88, noes 54. 

The bill was accordingly taken up, and having 
heen read through— 

Mr. CAMBRELENG submitted the following 
amendment, explaining that it had been unani- 
nously agreed upon by the Committee of Ways 
and Means. . : 

Strike out the second section, and insert: 

“Spc. 2. 2nd be it further enacted, That a credit 
of three and six months shall be allowed on the duty 
on all merchandise which shall be imported on or 
before the first day of November next, upon which 
the duties are payable in cash, and that the bonds 
received for such duties shall be payable in equal 
instalments, bearing interest at the rate of six per 
cent. per annum, and shall be in the form and 
upon the conditions prescribed by existing laws and 
by this act.” 

“The amendment having been agreed to, the com- 
mittee then rose and reported the bill as amended 
wy the House; and the question being on concurring 


or 

Mr.@ITUS commenced addressing the House, 
but gave way for the House to take its usual 
yecess (the time having arrived) till four 9’clock. 





[EVENING SESSION. ] 

But few members appearing in their seats when 
the Speaker resumed the chair, 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a call of the House, which 
was ordered, and, after proceeding some time, was 
dispensed with. 

MERCHANTS’ BONDS. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the “bill extending the time on merchants’ bends,” 
reported this morning from the Committee of the 
Whole. 

The question pending was on concurring with 
the committee in the following amendment: 

Strike out the second section, and insert: 

“And be it further enacted, That a credit of three 
and six months shall be ailowed on the duty on all 
merchandise which shall be imported on or before 
the firstday of November next, upon which the 
duties are payable in cash, and that the bords 
received for such duties shall be payable in equal 
instalments, bearing interest at the rate of six per 
ceut. per annum, and shall be in the form and upon 
. conditions prescribed by existing Jaws, and by 
this act.” 

After some remarks from Mr McKAY, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG modified the amendment 
ry inserting the words “shall have been, or may 
ye.” 

The question was then taken on agreeing with 
the Committee of the Whole in their proposed 
amendment, and adopted. 

Mr. MENIFER moved to add to the 3d section, 
the following proviso: 

Provided further, That all others in anywise in- 
debted to the United States, except for the public 
moneys received, shall be entitled to the benefits of 
this act, on the terms and considerations heretofore 
prescribed. Adopted. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to commit the bill to the 
Committee on Manufactures: rejected. 

Mr. DUNN moved to amend by adding an addi- 
tional section, viz: That all persons indebted on 
such extended bonds, may pay the same or any 
part thereof in Treasury notes, at any time, whether 
said bonds or Treasury notes are due or not at the 
lume of such offer to pay: rejected. 

The question then recurred on engrossing the 
bil, and ordering it to a third reading, which was 
adopted, and the bill ordered to be read a third 
time this day. The question was then taken on 
tne Na. passage e bill, and adopted without a 
division. So the bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the house 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
the state of the Union, Mr.-Smrra in the chair. 

Mr. GARLAND moved to take up for consider- 
ation the Senate bill No. 4, for adjusting the re- 
maining claims upon the late 

DEPOSITE BANKS. 

On this motion the ayes and noes were ordered, 
and resulted as follows: ayes 92, noes 41. So the 
bill was taken up. 

Mr. GARLAND then moved to amend the bill 
by striking out all after the enacting clause, and 
iuserting, 

“That for every sum of money that may be 
owing by any of the former deposite banks to the 
United States, and standing to the credit of the 
Treasurer, or any disbursing officer, on the first 
day of the month of October, in the year eighteen 
hundred and thirty-seven, the Secretary of the 
Treasury is hereby authorized and required to 
allow to such of said banks as may ask the same, 
a delay for the payment ot one-fourth of such 
sum as may be so owing, until the 30th day of the 
month of June, in the year 1838; for one other fourth 
until the 30th day of the month of September, in 
the year 1838; and for one other fourth until the 31s 
day of the month of December, in the year 1838, 
and for the remaining fourth until the 30th day 
of March, 1839: Provided, That each bank so 
applying for such delay shall, within forty days 
after the passage of this act, execute, or cause te 
be executed, a bond or bonds, with guod and suf- 
ficient security, payable to the Treasurer of the 
United States, for each of said instalments, with 


interest thereon from the Ist day of October, in, 


the year 1837, until paid, at the rate of five per 
centure per annum; such security or securities to 
be approved by the judge of the district in which 
said bank or banks may be situated, and by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. Said bond or bonds 
shail be so taken from each bank as to include 
any costs or damages which may have accrued to, 
or been sustained and paid by the United States, 
from protests of drafts or checks drawn upon it at 
any time since the Ist day of the month of May 
last, one-third of such costs or damages to be in- 
cluded in each instalment. And in case any of 
gaid banks shall neglect or refuse to enter into or 
execute such bonds, and give such security as be- 
fore provided, within the delay aforesaid, it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
cause a suit or suits to be instituted against such 
bank or banks in the district court of the United 
States, hoiden in and for the district or State in 
which such bank or banks may be situated, to re- 
cover the amount due or owing.” 


Mr. LYON made some remarks in favor of 


striking out the interest to be paid by thre banks. 


Mr. LOOMIS could see no reason why the 
banks should be exemptede from paying interest 
on the money owing by them to the Government, 
asthe banks made those pay interest who held 
their paper. But thé true object of the bill was to 
relieve the people through the banks, as, by grant- 
ing indulgence to the latter, it would necessarily be 
extended to the former. He offered the following 
amendment to the first section of the bill: “ Pro- 
viding, that all banks give security for the pay- 
ment of four per cent. per annum on all sums of 
money remaining in their possession as deposites.” 
He also wished the interest to be paid semi-annu- 
ally. 

Mr. MARTIN gave notice, that ata proper time, 
he should move to strike out ‘four, six, and nine 
months,” and to insert “ six, twelve, and eighteen 
months.” He considered that would afford ample 
time for the banks to wind up their concerns. 

Mr. POPE was in favor of fixing Juiy next as 
the time for the first instalment to be paid, as, for 
various reasons, it would be much more convenient 
at that time than before. 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved that the committee 
rise. 

On this motion a division was called, and tellers 
appointed, which resulted, ayes 74, noes 67. 

So the motion prevailed; and the committee rose, 
and reported the bill to the House, without coming 
to any resolution thereon. 

Mr. REED moved an adjournment; and on this 
motion, 


123 
Mr. CAMBRELENG demanded the ayes and 
noes, which were ordered, and resulted as follows: 
Aves 98, noes 78. 
So the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Wepyesnay, October 11, 1837. 

Mr. McKEAN presenied two memeria!s from 
citizens of Montgomery county, and one from citi- 
zens of Southwark, in Pennsylvania, against an- 
nexing Texas to the United States; which were 
laid on the table. 

Also, a petition from thirty-three females of 
Bucks county, in the same State, praving Congress 
to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia and 
the Territories of the United States. 

Mr. WHITE moved that these petitions be not 
received; which motion was laid on the table. 

The Senate then proceeded to the order of the 
day: the bill authorizing the deposite of merchan- 
dise in public warehouses, and tor other purposes. 

Mr. CLAY advocated the postponement of this 
bill until the first Monday in December next, on 
the ground that the other House could not, at this 
late stage of the session, possibly take itup. In 
the interval of six weeks whieh would intervene 
between this and that per od, opportunities would 
be afforded to learn the views of the commercial 
and manufacturing interests in relation to the mea- 
sure. Mr. C. came to the Senate with every dis- 
position to support the bill; but there were views 
connected with it which, in his opinion, made it 
safer to postpone it. One he had alluded to the 
other day, the compromise act, which he felt par- 
ticularly anxious to preserve inviolate; and the 
other was the expense of the warehonsing system-— 
the relative difference between England and this 
country, were all matters worthy the serious atten- 
tion of the Senate; and he therefore hoped that the 
Senator wou'd, from a spiritof conciliation and ac- 
commocdation, agree to the postponement. 

Mr. BUCHANAN sai he had no doubt that 
the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Clay) was sincere 
in what he said and felt in relation to the compro- 
mise act and domestic manufactures; but, for hi 
part, he did not see how the bill before them coal: 
interfere with either the one or the other; if he 
thought it did, it would not have his support. Un- 
der the peculiar circumstances the compromise act 
was passed, he felt disposed to respect it more than 
a mere ordinary legislative enactment. So fare 
from the present bill aeting against the compromise, 
or the interests of domestic manufactures, it struck 
him that it weuld be beneficial to all classes. The 
merchants were now largely indebted to the Go- 
vernment, which state of things would be prevent- 
ed hereafter; there was no complaintfrom the mer- 
cantile community; on the contrary, this class was 
anxious for its passage. Instead of being obliged 
to bond his goods as formerly, at a credit of nine 
or twelve months, as the case might be, he could 
now store them for three years if he pleased; or, if 
the demand for goods required it, he could pay the 
duty, and Ict his goods find the best market. Un- 
der the old system, merchants frequently had to 
make the most ruinous sacrifices to meet their 
bonds, and this it was that did the injury to the 
manufacturing interests. 

As to the expense of warehousing, he appre- 
hended it would not be so great as the fears of the 
gentleman seemed to suggest. Whatever would 
be the price, if the house was hired, the importers 
would have to pay the cost. Mr. B. professed him- 
self the firm, nndeviating friend of domestic manu- 
factures, and would go all lengths to support them, 
provided, in so doing, he did not injare or. cripple 
the other great interests of the country. This bi!!, 
in his opinion, would have a tendency to keep the 
market steady. The great injury that had occurred 
to the manufacturing interests was from the fluc- 
tuations in the foreign trade, which kept the mar- 
ket in an unsettled state, to the great injury of our 
domestic industry. 

Mr. WRIGHT said the bill had been before the 
Senate for some weeks, and its passage had been 
pressed upon him ; but if the Senate were unwil- 
ling to act upon it, he wonld not press it upon their 
consideration. In his opinion, however, it was free 
from all the objections that had been urged against 
it. It did not, so far as he could see, compromise 
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any of the great interests of the conntry. On the 
contrary, he thought it beneficial to all, and he 
really hoped it would be permitted to pass. He 
would, however, cheerfully acquiesce in the wiil of 
the majority. 

Mr. CLAY testified to the liberality of the Sena- 
tor from New York, (Mr. Wright.) He absolved 
him from all party feelings in relation to the pre- 
mature passage of the bill, but he submitted to the 
better judgment of the gentleman, whether it would 
not be better to give time to act understandingly on 
the matter. He could not agree with his friend 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Buchanan) that the bill 
did not confliet with the principles laid down in the 
compromise act. The abolishing of credit, on 
the one hand, and the extension on the other, were 
clear violations of the spirit of thatact. Again, 
he was not prepared to say whatthe warehousing 
system might be; it was a new and untried experi- 
ment, and should therefore be approached with 
caution. The Senator from Pennsylvania thinks 
jt will have a tendency to steady the market; he 
(Mr. C.) was by no means certain that such would 
be the ease. Instead of goods remaining in Eu- 
rope, they would be thrown in immense masses 
into the warehouses here, where the dealers could 
raise or depress the price at pleasure. At all events 
he would like to have the views of sound practical 
men, of the mercantile and manufacturing inte- 
rests, before he entered on an untried experiment. 
The relative charge of storing between Liverpool 
and the ports of this country, would have so im- 
portant a bearing on this matter, that Senators 
must see the necessity of having all the light that 
could be afforded, and he therefore hoped sincerely 
that the bill would be postponed until the first Mon- 
day in December next. 

Mr. BUCHANAN made a short reply, stating 
his inability to vote for the postponement, and re- 
iterating his convictions that the bill would prevent 
fluctuations of the prices of foreign commodities— 
the great cause of injury to home manufactures. 

Mr. BAYARD thought the bill had a tendency 
to disturb the compromise act. It gave the impor- 
ter a credit of three years at his option, which must 
be considered as beneficial to the importing inte- 
rest; it enabled the foreign manufacturer to fill the 
warehouees with goods and deluge the markets at 
pleasure. No interest could thrive where there 
Was such an eternal shifting. It was the ever vary- 
ing policy of this administration and Government 
that created the present embarrassment. The com- 
promise act had been passed with the solemn un- 
derstanding, that the feaures contained in it were 
to remain inviolate fora given number of years; 
he therefore thought it sound policy not to touch 
any subjects that could by any possibility be con- 
strued into an infraction of its principles. He 
would therefore vote for the postponement. 

Mr. NILES said there was some weight to be 
attached to the remarks he had heard from the op- 
posite side in relation to the abolishment of the 
eredit system. He was glad to hear it admitted 
that we looked to all the great interests of the 
country. He thought it had been said that we 
looked only to the interests of the Treasury. He 
was pleased to say that the measures of that body 
had already made a salutary change, and this was 
one of the measures to be acted on to settle public 
opinion. He was anxious that this biil should be 
added to those already passed, because in his opi- 
nion it would do much to give people that confi- 
dence in Congress which he was sorry to say had 
been wanting for some time. It had been said there 
were no feelings in this bedy for the people, and 
that idea had been spread far and wide, with a 
view to strengthen the assertion. He felt con- 
vinced, however, that the people were well satisfed 
with the measures that had emanated frora that 
body ; and there required but this one to pass to 
make them the crown and glory of this Congress. 
He thought it would do much to raise the value of 
glory, wiich his friend from Georgia (Mr. King) 
had said, on a late occasion, was so much depre- 
ciated. He had no idea that the Executive shoud 
engross ail the glory, but insisted that the Senate 
came in for ils share. 

It had been said that confidence alone was want- 
ing to heal every thing; but it was his impression 
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that stability was qnite as much wanting as confi- 


dence. When the people saw a uniform system of 
legisiation, they would conform to that legislation, 
aud deduce good from the evils they had been made 
to suffer through the banking system. Such was 
their native activity and energy, they would rise 
superior to every crisis. The bill before them was 
fraught with good to the mercantile and manufac- 
turing interests, and he therefore hoped it would 
not be postponed. 

Mr. CLAY would suggest to the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. Niles) whether it would not be 
better to economise his glory, and reserve a little 
for the next session; and he put it to Mr. N. 
whether he ought not to join in postponing this 
matter, lest he should have no subject for glory in 
the coming day. 

The question was then taken on the postpone- 
ment of the bill to the first Monday in December. 

Mr. CLAY having asked for the yeas and nays, 
there appeared for postponing 15, against it 23, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Kent, Knight, Prentiss, Reane, 
Robbins, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, 
Swift, Tipton, and White—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Hlubbard, King of 
Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, Nicho- 
las, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Ruggles, S.nith, of 
Connecticut, Strange, Walker, Wall, Williams, 
Wright, and Young—23. 

The bill having been reported to the Senate as 
amended, in Committee of the Whole, the ques- 
tion was taken on ordering it to be engrossed for a 
third reading by yeas and nays, when there ap- 
peared for it 28, against it 5, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Clayton, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 
King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, 
McKean, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, 
tuggles, Smith of Connecticut, Strange Swift, 
Walker, Wall, White, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Kent, Smith of In- 
diana, Spence, and Tipton—5. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to take up the bill extend- 
ing the time on merchants’ bonds, which had been 
returned from the House of Representatives with 
an amendment, Mr. W. explained that the Com- 
inittee on Finance had examined the amendment, 
and were of opinion that it ought to be con- 
curred in. 

Mr. KING of Alabama moved to lay it on the 
table, that he might examine it, pledging himsel! 
to cail it up to-morrow. The motion was adopted, 
and the bj! lgid on the table. . \ 

Mr. WRIGHT said he felt it his duty now 
move to take up the bill revoking the charters of 


certain banks ia the Mistrict of Columbia, and ~ 


the suppress'on of small notes therein. ~ 
Mr. NORVELIrarged the postponement of the 
bill to the regular session. He adverted to its 
character, and said that if the stern and rigid 
features of this bill could be applied to the banks 
of New York, (by which the example of suspend- 
ing specie payments had been set,) he should 
be entirely willing so to apply them; and he would 
follow up the application to all the banks that had 
followed that pernicious examp.e. But it must be 
perfectly manifest to every Senator who had re- 
flected upon the subject, that while the neighboring 
State banks refused to redeem their bills with 
specie, the banks of this District could not keep 
their vaults open twenty-four hours. It would, 
therefore, be uscless, it would be vain, it would not 


produce the desired effect, to urge the passage of 


this bill at the present time. It not only required 
an impossibility of the banks, but, in their efforts 
to comply with the wishes of Congress, they would 
have to press their debtors. The people of the 
District were without a representation in this or the 
other body. The bill would oppress them; and, as 
they had no special representative to support their 
interestshere, they deserved the particular conside- 
ration of every Senator. it could be productive of 
no evil consequences to postpone the bill to the 
regular session; and, in conclusion, he would make 
a motion to that effect. 


Mr. WRIGHT said the Lill before the g., 
had two objects in view: one to coerce at as eae 
a day as practicable, a resumption of specie pay 
ments by the banks; the other to Suppress the 
worthless paper rags which had become almost . 
exclusive circulation of the District. Over the 
banks of this district, Congress had exclusive co 
trol, and the qnestion involved no const:tutionay 
objection. If, however, gentlemen thought it an 
severe on the banks, and that some consideration, 
was due under existing circumstances, he was no 
disposed to resist such modifications as might }, 
offered. If sixty days was too short a period. that 
might be extended to a longer term; he was not dis. 
posed to act harshly with there institutions, but he 
considered it the duty of Congress to coerce ag 
speedy a resumption as possible; but above all was, 
incumbent on them to discountenance and Suppress 
the issues of individuals. , 

Mr. KENT thought the banks of this District 
in as good and sound a condition as those of any 
other in the country; the Bank of the Metropolis 
had dene what few others had, that had been honor. 
ed with the deposites. Almost its first step afier 
the suspension, was to cancel its debt to Govern. 
ment. 

Mr. BENTON did not think it was generally 
understood in the Senate, that these banks had ai. 
ready had three continued renewals within the last 
eighteen years. In the first one given, it was ex. 
pressly stipulated that if, at any time, they should 
fail to redeem their notes in specie, it should be the 
duty of Congress to revoke their charters§§lt was 
also stipulated, that they should not issue or reis. 
sue any notes of a less denomination than fiye 
dollars; and yet we had seen that they had not only 
suspended specie payments, but had been issuing 
notes of aslowa Stamp as twenty-five cents. As 
their charters would expire in July next, it was the 
object of the committee to force a resumption be- 
fore that period. 

He did not believe Congress was disposed to pers 
petuate those institutions; they were, in his opinion, 
quite unnecessary, as Government disbursed more 
hard money than could be absorbed in the District, 
But, if we did not require them to wind up, we 
should, at least, force them to a resumption before 
their charter expires. - We already saw another 
bank issuing the no‘es of a defunct institution; and 
so far as he was concerned, he was unwilling to 
leave the people to individual action, to obtain their 
money afer their charters hadexpired. It had been 
said that the people of this District had no represen- 
tation. When he saw the honest and industrious 
mechanic toiling from morning until night cracking 
stone, and paid in wretched irredeemable paper and 
shin-plasters, while this body was paid in gold, he 
felt indeed that the people had no representation. 
We had been told that une of these banks had paid 
up its debt to the Federal Government; and iow 
was it paid?) Why, in wretched depreciated paper, 
which the Government had received, and pushed 
on the needy and helpless laborer, who, with his 
starving family, was obliged to take that or no- 
thing, and who would be glad to get it, even though 
it were fifty per cent. below par. By this mode of 
paying, the bank had made fifteen per cent. out of 
the Government, and now thought it a hardship to 
he made to redeem its notes of five dollars. With all 
the profits made out of the Government and people, 
they did not put themselves in a condition to re 
deem their pledges. He would not only give lis 
voice to make them pay up, but to kecp out ol 
circulation that moral pestilence, a shin-plasier cur- 
rency. What, asked Mr. B. would be the exam- 
ple to the States, if we, where we had the eontrel, 
did not exercise it to bring about a healthfal me- 
dium of exchange? Would it not be saying to 
them, “do likewise, and continue to deluge the 
whole country with shineplasters?” If a litte more 
time was asked, he had no objection to grant tf; 
but he would lift his voice against any posipone- 
ment of the bill, and against fixing a reasonable 
period for ihe resumption, as he had no idea of 
leaving the people to promote the interests of the 
lawyers by suits against these institutions afier 
their chamers had expired. 

Mr. KENT said the currency was no worse 
here than in other portions of the Union; it was 10 
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he same wretched condition every where. We 
ad as good a currency as ever nation was blessed 
ih: but the Government would not “let well 
von.” The few gold coins that were scattered 
pas that body did not change the con- 
jition of things; for his part, he had not touched 
them, nor did he mean to do so; he recollected the 
came atiempt was made in 1815, when he was a 
member of the other body, and was indignantly 
yoted down. He did not stand there the advocate 
of any bank, nor had he seen any one connected 
rith them; but he was unwilling to see harsh and 
tyrannical measures resorted to against the people of 
; district that had no representation. The people 
of this District had paid much into the Treasury — 
nore indeed than those of other places, from the pe- 
caliar condition in which they were placed at the 
eat of Government; (he meant the pride of dress 
incilent to such a location,) and yet, in the distri- 
pyticn of the surplus revenue among the States, 
not a cent was given to them; and now we seek to 
extinguish every hope by rudely revoking the cha- 
racter of their moneyed institutions for not dving 
what it isimpossible for them to do, untess it would 
be by a simultaneous act throughout the whole 
country. It was said coming events cast their sha- 
dows before. ‘The ex-President had written a let- 
ter, stating that now was the time to cut loose from 
all the banks. He wished that individual would 
refrain from interfering in public affairs; his action 
and evil counsels were already apparent. We 
were promised a better currency. Had we 
oti? We had the humbug of a few millions of 
goldimported in violation of the natural course of 
trade, and, with that in the country, we seek to 
make war upon the State institutions. Ay, with 
scatcely a majority in either branch of the Legisla- 
ture, they seek to put down institntions that were 
here before the adoption of the Federal Constitu- 
tion, and which he believed had as much capital, 
in proportion to the wealth and population of the 
country at that time, as those of the present day. 
The banks were now in as good and sound a con- 
dition as ever they were, and we had the authority 
of the Secretary of the Treasury for saying that 
the banks of this District were never stronger than 
at the present time. 

Mr. NORVELL observed, that in the allusiofis 
made by the honorable Senator from Maryland to 
the Bank of the United States, and to the proceed- 
ings of this body in regard to the financial gffg@s 
of the country, he had touched a chord whose vibra- 
tions would, he was afraid, operate unfavorably to 
the object which he had in view. He regretted 
that the Senator had indulged in them; and he de- 
precated the effect which they might produce on a 
part of the Senate. The subject did not require 
the expanded view which that honorable Senator 
had taken of it. He hoped that it would be deci- 
ded on its own merits. The principle involved in 
the bill was in a narrow compass. It resolved 
itself into the question whether the District banks 
could resume specie payments, with any prospect 
of continuing them over twenty-four hours, while 
the New York and other State banks were in the 
condition of a suspensicn ef specie payments? In 
tse general principles advanced by the honorable 
Senator from Missouri, and in his denunciatiuns of 
individual issues of bills, he cordially concurred. 
He would, if he had the power, refuse to suffer the 
charter of a bank which, contrary to Jaw, ceased to 
redeem its notes with gold or silver, to exist for a 
day; but he would begin with the originators of the 
ransgression. Abstract principles, however, must 
sometimes yield to circumstances. We must be 
governed, in some degree, by those which surround 
us. The neighboring banks did not, at this time, 
redeem their notes with specie; and, he repeated, as 
long as this was the case, the District banks could 
hot resame. The people of the District were 
debtors to the banks. This bill would compel the 
tanks to press them; and he was extremely appre- 
hensive that extensive suffering and distress among 
this unrepresented people, who were entitled to our 
‘ympathies, would be the consequence of its pas- 

ge. In relation to the notes which were issued 
aad circulated by individuals, he would go as far as 
any Senator to suppress’them; and if the honorable 

nator from New York, whose ability was compe- 
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tent to the performance of any task devolved upon 
him, would propose any provision for their suppres- 
sion, he should have his chicerful co-operation and 
support. 

Mr. STRANGE spoke some time in favor of 
the postponement. He felt painfully the position 
in which the District was placed. Every step taken 
convinced him more and more of the danger of the 
banking system. We had created these institutions, 
and must leave the result to the people. The same 
anxiety, he presumed, would be felt in every State. 
You can not approach the banking system without 
being told of the ruin in whichsome individual or 
other would be involved. He was opposed to all 
the features of the bill; of the three clauses he did 
not know which was most objectionable. He could 
not consent that the issuing of a shin-plaster, which 
another man agreed to take, should be punished 
penally, any more than for the issuing of * pro- 
mise to pay” notes of another kind. Whena man 
issued the shin-plasters, he expected to redeem 
them; it was the folly of the people which tolerated 
such a state of things, and he thought it better to 
leave the whole maiter to experience, which could 
alone cure the evil. 

Mr. CLAYTON also spoke against the bill. 

Mr. WALKER announced his intention to vote 
for the postponement. He was opposed to the 
whole wretched banking system, the curse of the 
country; and when the proper time came, he would 
be found arrayed against it. But he asked what 
practical good could come from discussing this bil! 
at this time, when unless it got through the Senate 
that day, there was no possible chance of its pas- 
sage in the other House; he thought it waste of 
time to prusue any further legislation on the sub- 
ject, and hoped the bill would be postponed. 

Mr. WRIGHT made some further remarks. 

Mr. NILES said that the true question which 
the motion to postpone the bill presented, seemed 
to be overlooked. ‘The bill contains two princi- 
ples; one to coerce the banks to resume payment, 
and fulfil their engagements to the public; the other 
the suppression of the small bills, appropriately 
called shin-plasters. ‘To postpone the bill, will be 
to abandon the principle cf coercion, and if not 
expressly, at least tacitly, to sanction the opinion 
that the legislature cannot, or ought not, to compel 
the banks to fulfil their engagements to the 
public. He was not willing to sanction any such 
idea. He believed it to be the duty of every legis- 
lature, which had created banking institutions, and 








conferred on them the power to supply a currency, | 


and thus to exercise a part of the sovereign power, 
to supervise those institutions, so far as the 
security of the public might require; they were 
bound to see that they did not defraud the commu- 


nit¥, by flooding the country with irredeemable pa- | 


per, which may become entirely worthless. His 
friend from North Carolina (Mr. Strange) seems 
to think that itis not proper for the legislature to 
interfere, but to leave individuals to their remedies, 


and to suffer the banks and individuals to go on 


and swindle the community by their fraudulent 
issues of spurious paper, which has entirely super- 


seded and repealed that provision in the Constitu- | 
tion which was intended to secure to the people of 
the United States a stable and honest currency, | 


consisting of coin. 


This was carrying the principle of free trade one 
Free banking, so far as it | 
consisted in supplying and issuing a paper currency, | 


step too far for him. 


was, in his opinion, only another name for swind- 
ling. The creation of a currency could not safely 


be trusted to individuals; to provide and regulate | 
the currency belongs to the sovereign power of the | 


State. Money being the standard of value, by 
which property and contracts are governed, the 
legislature was hound to keep this standard as uni- 
form and stable as possible. This cannot be done 
except by the sovereign power of the State. It is 
as important that we havea uniform standard of 
value, as it is that we havea uniform standard 
of weights and measures. 

@ He could not subscribe to the doctrine that the 
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Legislature can create banks and authorize corpo- | 


rations to issue a spurious currency, and thus de- 
priving the people of the rights secured to them by 
the Constitution, and then leaving them to take 
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care of themselves, and to get rid, as wel! as they 
can, of the evils of a vicfous paper currency. As 
legislation had created the mischief, it was the 
proper business oflegisiation to correct it. 

Mr. N. said he did not regard this question, se 
far as respects the Disirict, as of so much impor- 
tance as he did its moral influence on the country. 
The banks of all the States have violated their en- 
gagements, and*brought upon the peop!e the evils of 
a depreciated currency; and the question now is, 
whether the Legi.Jature can, and ought to coerce, 
and force thera to redeem their bills? Congress has 
no power to act on this subject, except as respects 
ihe banks of this District. Yet our action would 
have force, as an example, and by its moral influ- 
ence. Insome few of the States the Legislature 
has been in session singe the suspension of the 
banks; and some, if not all of them, have given, in 
some way, directly or indirectly, a sanction to this 
suspension for a limited time. These Legislatures, 
many of them, were in session at the time of the 
failure of the banks, and acted suddenly, and under 
surprise, and a species of duress. Now, after the 
lapse o/ some months, the public mind has become 
calm and settled upon this subject. The Legisla- 
tures of most of the States will soon be in session, 
and will be called upon to act upon this subject. 
The question will arise whether the banks or the 
State Governments ‘are masters. Shall Congress 
set them an example of yielding to the banks; of 
suffering them to go on and defraud the commu- 
nity? Or shall we assert and exercise the principle 
of coercion, and of compelling the banks to pay 
theirdeb's? Meeting here as we have, and finding 

















the banks of the District prosirate, and refusing to * 


redeem their notes, shall we adjourn without any 
action on the sabject? Would not this be giving a 
tacit sanction to the conduct of the banks? Would 
it not be, tacitly at least, to sanction the opinion 
that the Legislature either can not, or onght not, to 
interfere to relieve the people?) That they can not 
lay their hands upon the banks, and force them to 
redeem their bills? He thought that the action of 
Congress would have a salutary influence on the 
action of the States; and he was, therefore, oppose@ 
to the postponement of the bill. 

Mr. HUBBARD spoke in favor of the postpone- 
ment, rather than adopt the bill in its present shape. 
He thought the banks of the District as safe as any 
others; in fact, one already paid its bills on presenta- 
tion, and the others would no doubt do so, as soon as 
practicable. Much as he was disposed to prohibit 
the individual issues of paper, he could not feel 
himself authorized to support the bill- 

Mr. KING of Alabama thought it prudent to 
postpone the bill: he was not disposed to support 
it in its present shape. The banks of the District, 
he believed, were in as good a concition as any 
banks in the country. As their charters expired 
in July, he thought it better to allow more time 
for consideration: he should vote for the postpone- 
ment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN avowed himself unfriendly 
to the first and second sections of the bill; he 
thought they pressed ioo severely on the banks, that 
wou'd in turn press on the people for their debts, 
at atime when they were least able to bear it. He 
would not vote to perpetuate these institations. 
The charters expired in July next, when he should 
vote for the establishment of one bank, in which the 
stock and debts of the others might be merged, 
sO as not to create any pressure. Mr. B. was de- 
cidedly in favor of retaining the last section by 
which shin-plasters could be put down 

Mr. YOUNG spoke against the postponement of 
the bill. He thought we ought to fix the time of 
resumption of specie payments before we at- 
tempted to renew their charters. The issuing of 
shin-plasters was penal in his State, and should 
be made so here. If a proper stand were made in 
this District by the National Legislature, it would 
at least have a moral effect abroad. 

Mr. WEBSTER said there appeared to be a 
general feeling in the Senate that the first and 
second sections of the bill pressed too heavily on 
the banks, and as general a fecling to retain the 
last section, which prohibited the wretched issues 
with which this quarter was deluged. He thought 
the latter deserved no countenance, and, so far as 
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the Government could reach them, he would be 


pleased to see them put down. ‘To press on the 
banks now, would be to press on the people; if 
the motion to postpone was withdrawn, he would 
move to strike out the first and second sections. 

The motion to postpone being withdrawn, the 
question on striking out the first and second sec- 
tions was carried. 

Some further debate took place on amending the 
last section, in which Mr. SMITH of Indiana, Mr. 
YOUNG, Mr. BEN'TON, and others, took part. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and reads as follows: 

Be it enacted, That after the expiration of thirty 
days from the passage of this act, tt shall be un- 
jawful for any individual, company, or corpora- 
tion, to issue, pass, or to offer to pass, within the 
Distr.ct of Columbia, any note, check, draft, bank 
bill, or any other paper currency, of a less denomi- 
nation than five dollars; and if any person or cor- 
poration shall violate the provisions of this section, 
ihe person so offending, or, in case of any corpora- 
tion so offending, the officers of any such corpora- 
tion for the time being, shall be liable to indictment 
by the grand jury of the county within the District 
where the offence shall have been committed; and 
the person so offending, or the officers of the corpo- 
ration so offending, shall, on conviction thereof, be 
fined in a sum notexceeding fifty dollars, at the dis- 
cretion of the court, for every pffence: one-half of 
said fine shall be paid to the prosecutor, the other 
half shall be for the use of the county where the of- 
fence shall have been committed; and the person so 
offending, and the ofheers of any corporation, shall 
also be hable to pay the amount of any note, bill, 
cheek, draft, or other paper, constituting partofsuch 
currency, toany holder thereof, with all costs inci- 
dat to the protest and legal collection thereof, with 
fi ty per cent. damages for non-payment on demand, 
to be recovered by action summarily and without 
delay, and witha right of immediate discovery on 
oath, in all cases where the defendant shall deny 
the issuing, or passing, or attempting to pass, the 
note, bill, check, draft, or other paper in question; 
and in case of judgment for the plaintiff, execution 
thereon shall he had forthwith; and it shall be the 
duty of the District Attorney of the District of Co- 
lumbia to commence prosecutions against all per- 
sons and every corporation offend’ng against this 
section, of which he shall have knowledge or pro- 
bable information; and, in case of corporations, 
the prosecution shall be against the president, or 
any director or cashicr thereof, for the time being; 
and it shall be the duty of the grand jurors to pre- 
sent all such offences of which they shall have 
knowledge og probable information; and that no 
member of a grand jary shall be ignorant of his 
duty in this particular, 1t shall be the duty of the 
court baving cognizance ofall offences against this 
section, to give the same in charge to the grand ja- 
ries at the commencement of the first term after 
the passage of this act. 

Mr WALL introdaced a bill for the relief of 
Mrs. Madison; which was passed to a second 
readi*g. 

On motion of Mr. TIPTON, 

The Senate went into Executive business, and 
soon after adjourncd. 

TIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wereopnespay, October 11, 1837. 

On motion of Mr. JOFINSON of Louisiana, the 
folowing resolution, submitted by him on the 26th 
of September, was taken up, considered and adop- 
tel. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to submit to this TTouse, as seon afier the meeting 
of the next Congress as practicable, a plan for the 
protection of the western frontier of the United 
Siates against Indian aggression; designating the 
points to be permanently occupied by garrisons; 


the auxiliary stations for reserves and deposites of 


munitions, arms, and other supplies; the routes to 
be established for the purpose of maintaining a 
safe and prompt intercourse between the several 
stations, and from these with the depots in the inte- 
rier; and finally the minimum force which, in his 
opinion, will be required to maintain peace among 
the several tribes, and cause our border settlemens 
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to be respected. Also, to report, as far as the same 
can be ascertained, the number of Indians who will 
be in the occupancy of the country west and north 
of the States of Louisiana, Arkansas, and Missouri, 
and the number of warriors they may, collectively, 
be able to bring into the field; or such other plan as 
he may think proper. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, on leave, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was considered and 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of extend- 
ing the provisions of the act approved on the 18th 
of January, 1837, entitled “ An act to provide for 
the payment of horses lost or destroyed in the mili- 
tary service of the United States,” to cases where 
horses have been surrendered or turned over by 
such persons to the Government, by order of the 
commanding officer, on leaving the service. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia, from the Commit- 
tee of Accounts, to which the subject had been re- 
ferred by a resolution of the House, ‘reported the 
following resolution, which was considered and 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives be anthorized to retain in employ the 
assistant and additional assistant clerks now in the 
office of the Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives, atthe lowest rate of compensation fixed by 
‘aw for clerks in said office, commencing with this 
session of Congress. 

INQUIRY IN RELATION TO THE FLORIDA WAR. 

The House then proceeded to the unfinished bu- 
siness of the morning hour, which was the conside- 
ration of the following resolation, submitted by 
Mr. Wise on the 19th of September: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed 
by ballot to inquire into the cause of the Florida 
war, and into the causes of the delays and failures, 
and the expenditures which have attended the pro- 
secution of that war, and into the maner of its 
conduct, and the facts of its history generally: that 
the said committee have power to send for persons 
ana papers, and that it have power to sit in the re- 
cess, and that it make report to the next session of 
Congress. 

Mr. GLASCOCK had moved to amend the fore- 
going resolution, by striking out all after the word 
* resolve,” and insert the following: 

“That a select committee be appointed to inquire 
into the cause of the Florida war, and the causes of 
the extraordinary delays and failures, and the ex- 
penditures which have attended the prosecution of 
the same, and all the facts connected with its history 
generally; and that said committee have power to 
send for persons and papers.” 

The question immediately pending, was the 
motion of Mr. Howarp to strike out the words 
“thata select committee be appointed,” and insert 
“that the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
stucted.” 

Mr. McKAY, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the House at some length in opposition to 
the adoption of the resolution. He opposed the 
raising of this select committee, because the same 
subject was now under investigation in various 
ways. It had been referred to the President of the 
United States, who had caused an inquiry to be ih- 
stituted, and had made a report in part, and he un- 
derstood would probably report in full at the next 
session of Congress. Besides this, the chairman 
of the Committee on Indian Affairs (Mr. Bell) had 
moved to have this subject referred to that commit- 
tee, and after a lengthy, and no doubt arduons 
investigation, the papers had been reported back 
to the House without coming to any conclusion 
thereon. He presumed, however, that, at the 
commencement of the regular session, the chair- 
man of that committee would move to have the 
subject again referred to thatcommittee, and proceed 
with the investigation. He could not, therefore, 
see the necessity of raising this select committee, 
because it was before the President of the United 
States, who had appointed commissioners to inves- 

-tigate the matter, and the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts (Mr. Adams) had admitted that they hd 
performed their duty faithfully, so far as they 
went, and laid before the House information 
of which, to use his own expression, had 
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made the blood tingle in his veins. = 
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They wy: 
donbiless lay the whole proceedings before + 
House at the next session of Congress. |p relat; : 


to the causes of delays and failures of the ca 
paign, it wiil be recollected that an inquiry was A 
stituted by the President at Frederick, at which 0A 
the officers engaged in the first campaign fe 
Gaines, and Clinch, were fully examined, and the 
court came to the conclusion that the failure he 
delays of the campaign were in consequence of the 
insalubrity of the climate, the impregnability of, 
swamps, and the absence of all knowledge of th 
topography of the country by the commandins 
generals, and the difficulty in transporting supplies 
for the army from one point to another, ere 
then, at this tribunal, all the causes of the failure: 
of the campaigns conducted by Genera's Gain 
and Scott were examined into; and it certain's 
could not be designed by the House to instyiyte - 
inquiry in relation to the conduct of the present 
commander in Florida, (Gen. Jesup,) at a tine 
wien he was just preparing and organizing )i 
forces for another campaign. [t would certain); 
be improper for the House to imterfere with thy 
campaign before there was an opportunity of doin 
any thing with it. It would be interfering with the 
legitimate duties of the Executive to send an inves. 
tigaling committee, with power to send for persons 
and papers, into Florida; and by so doing, the whole 
of the benefits to be derived trom the approaching 
campaign might be set aside. Mr. McK. next referred 
to the remarks of the gentleman from Tenieeser. 
(Mr. Bell,) who had stated that the probable causes oj 
failures of the campaigns in Florida had arisen from 
the deficiency in the number of officers connected with 
the army in Florida. He admitted that there migh 
be some justice in this remark, but said the subject 
had already attracted the attention of the President 
of the United States, and referred to an order 
issued as early as October last, directing all officers 
of the army on detached service to join their regi- 
ments and companies, in which order the President 
had said that this state of things must no longer 
exist. If any notice was to be taken of this mat- 
ter, however, by this House, it was the legitimate 
business of the Committee on Military Affairs to 
take charge of it, and he hoped they would take 
the matter under consideration. In relation to the 
sudject of expenditures, he admitted that they had 
been very large, amounting, he believed, to abou 
seven millions ; but he could see no necessily vi 
AMpoMting a select committee .to take char 
of this subject, when we have committees a»- 
pointed under the rules whose special busines 
it was to take charge of these subjects. He 
alluded to the Committee on the Expenditures 
of the Executive departments, all of which 
committees he believed were composed of major 
ties opposed te the administration. The Committee 
on the Expenditures of the War Department shou! 
take this subject into consideration, and report upvs 
it. Mr. McK. concluded by moving to postpone 
the farther consideration of the resolution until the 
first Monday in December next. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, hope! 
this motion would not prevail. If a committee was 
to be appointed at all, it ought to be appointed al 
the present session of Congress. Le doubted ni 
if a committee was appointed, it would occu) 
their attention during the whole of the coming s* 
sion of Congress. He trusted the resolution woul 
be adopted, and the committee appointed at tle 
present session of Congress. 

Mr. ADAMS replied at some leng:h to the argi- 
ments of the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. 
McKay.) If the gentleman’s argument was goe! 
for any thing now, it would just be as good at tle 
commencement of the next session of Congress. I!" 
was improper to appoint a committee now, it woul 
just be as improper then. He contended that wr 
subject being referred to the President was no reas" 
why this commitiee should not be appointed. The 
reading of the report made by the President prov! 
the necessity of adopting this resolution. If he ba 
had any doubt about the matter, that report wou" 
have confirmed him, and inclined hii to vote!" 
the resolution. In relation to the sudject being ™ 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, he bw 
lieved that inquiry had now ceased to exist; and 1! 
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not able to conclude its labors, and make a re- 
= n investigation of a whole session, it was 
pert alter mt proof which could be adduced of th 

strongest proof w ic | cou adauc of the 
= ity of appointing this committee at the preseat 
pes? of Congress. As to the Committee on the 
~ nditures of the Executive Departments taking 
parge of this subject of the expenditures made in 
; is service, he took it to be entirely out of the pro- 
a of their duties, as their business, so far as he 
understood, was merely to take charge of the ex- 
angitures connected with the administration of the 
Departments. When he had the honor of being at 
he head of one ol those Departments, reports on 
expenditures related merely to the expenditures 
connected with the Department, and no notice was 
over taken of the expenditures connected with our 
foreign affairs. Of late years, however, he believ- 
ed these committees seldom took upon themselves 
ip make any inquiries mto the condition of the De- 
artments at all; and, in support of this, he instanc- 
ed that the chairman of one of those committees, at 
a late session, had asseried on the tloor than he did 
noteven know who were members of the commit- 
ee, itnever having been called together. 

Mr. A. then proceeded to make some comments 
upon the composition of the military committee, 
as regarded its political and geographical organi- 
nition. He could not account for the fact of there 
being eight members on that cormimittee from the 
soutnern and western States, while there was but 
one from the northern and eastern States, unless it 
was because the whole benefits of the army of the 
United Siates accrued to the people of the South 
and West. The whole military array of the United 
States was not of the slightest pecuniary benefit to 
his constituents, and he did not know how the 
sentieman from South Carolina, in his eye, (Mr. 
Thompson,) could reconcile this expenditure of 
seven or eight millions of doilars in Florida with 
the frequent asserti ns he had made on this floor 
that the whole expenditures of the Government 
owed to the North and Fast. 

At this stage of the proceedings, on motion of Mr. 
CAMBRELENG, the House proceeded to the or- 
ders of the day. 

The Senate “‘bill to regulate the fees of district 
allorneys in certain cases” was taken up, ordered 
wa third reading, and then read a third time and 
passed. 

DIVORCE BANKS BILL. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
then resolved itself into a Committee of the ‘Whole 
onthe state of the Union, (Mr. SMITE in the 
Chair.) 

The first business in order, being the “bill for ad- 
justing the remaining claims upon the late deposite 
banks.” 

Mr. PICKENS said he felt bound to move that 
\¢ committee resume the consideration of the “di- 
voree bill,” which was agreea to—ayes 105, noes 
45. 

The bill was then taken up, the question pend - 
ing being onthe amendment or substitute for the 
whole bill submitted by Mr. GARLAND of Vir- 
ginia. 

Mr. HOFFMAN gave his reasons at length 
against the bill. 

Mr. HUNTER, of Virginia, followed in reply, 
and in support of the bill. 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, gave the reasons 
which would constrain him ta vote against the bill, 
regarding it, as he did, as an entire departure from 
those principles which were put forth by the late 
administration, and eagerly and warmly advocated 
by the people of the country, before whom those 
principles were promulged. 

Mr. M. spoke till the time arrived far the House 
lotake its usual recess, from hal past two ull four 
o'clock, p. m. 





[Eyenina Srssion.] 

The House went into Committee of the Whole, 
and resamed the consideration of the Senate bill 
“imposing additional duties as depositories on pub- 
lic officers, in certain cases.” 

Mr MASON resumed his remarks. He denied 
any partiality fora national bank. He had always 

n known, both at home and abroad, as the un- 
Compromising fue of such an institutien. He would 
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like gentlemen who advocated this bill to say what 
they would next resort to, in case it failed, for fail 
it must. {n his opinion, it could never be carried 
eut. In that case, he did not know to what they 
could resort, unless they went to the Treasury to 
make a circulation, or threw themselves into the 
arms of a national bank. It was for that reason 
he wished to oppose the present bill, for he was 
convinced that if an issue of Treasury notes did 
not effect relief, nothing else would. 

Mr. ROBERTSON gave notice, that ata proper 
time he would offer an amendment, authorizing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to deposite the public 
money in such banks as chose to receive it, for a 
fair compensation, as a special deposite, and wiih- 
out discounting ou or using the same. 

Mr. R. made some remarks in support of bis 
proposed amendment. He contended that the 
fatal objection to the bill was, the temptation pub- 
lic officers would be under to speculate on the 
money in their possession. 

Mr. GARLAND thought it his duty to make 
some remarks on the amendment he had proposed. | 
Afier replying to some arguments of his colleacue | 
in relation to the Virginia banks, he adverted to | 
the present bill. He was sure the Government | 
would never prosper when divorced from the | 
banks, between whem and the people there still 
existed a matrimonial connection. It was his | 
opinion that, in less than eighteen months after the | 
passage of this measure, the Government would | 
seek to re-unite itself with the banks. The relief 
now proposed to the people in lieu of the State 
banks, reminded him of a certain criminal, who, 
when on his way to the gallows, was offered a 
reprieve on condition of his marrying an ugly, 
wrinkled old woman. ‘The man, after a moment’s 
reflection, exclaimed: 

‘A sentence hard you do impart ; 
The woman ’s worse—drive on the cart.” 
And thus prefered hanging to a wedding on such 
terms. So the sentence was more preferable to 
the people than the system now proposed. The 
object of the divorce bill was to take the money 
from banks and to deposite it with sub-agents. But 
in his opinion, taking into consideration the frail- 
lies of human nature, it would be a dangerous 
scheme. He did not mean to say that the officers 
of Government had less integrity than other men; 
but when the lamentable instances were called to 
mind where individuals of high standing had sacri- 
ficed an unblemished character for a mere paltry 
amount, it onght to teaeh a lesson to guide 
them in the present instance. He would repeat 
the words of his colleague this morning, who had 
said even the words of our Savior were, “lead us 
not into temptation.” He advocated the plan of 
keeping the money in the vaults of the banks, as 
more secure, and particularly if the amendment 
last offered were adopted, which provides that the 
banks shall receive the money as a special deposite, 
and without using it in any way whatever. Tle 
denied that the banks were insolvent, as had been 
stated. He had been informed on unguesticnahle 
authority, that they were as sound now as before 
they suspended specie payment. As regarded the 
propused separation, he had always understood that 
our system of Government, although necessarily divi- 
ded into many branches, wasall one. But now they 
talked of a separation from those institutions of 
which the States had laid the foundation, and 
which they had cherished to this time. Hew 
feartul would be that time, should it ever occur, 
when this Government should consider it as its 
duty to make its action independent of the States! 
He did not say that gentlemen designed this, but 
he would entreat them to reflect whether the pre- 
sent measure would uot pave the way for such a 
state of things. The true policy of Government 
was to cement itself more closely with the States, 
and he had no doubt but that the issue of Trea- 
sury notes would speedily affurd relief, and enable 
the banks to resume specie payments. Ithad been 
said that these notes would lay the foundation of a 
Treasury bank, but he had no apprehension of that 
kind, for the restrictions to that bill would render 
such a result impossible. He contended that the 
bank note system had not had a fair trial, and re- 
ferred to the Bank of France, and other institu- 
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At the conelu- 





tions, in support of his position. 
sion of his remarks, 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, the commitiee 
rose and reported the bill to the House, without 
coming to any resolution thereon; when, 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the House ad- 
journed. 

IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, October 12, 1837. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a large number of 
memorials from several of the eastern States, in 
relation to the annexation of Texas, which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WILLIMS presented memorials relating to 
the same. 

Mr. McKEAN presented memorials relating to 
the same. 

Mr. SWIFT presented memorials relating to the 
same; these pelhtiions were severally orce red lo it 
on the table. 

Mr. WEBSTER introduced the following res >- 
lution, which was agrved to: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to 
communica'e to the Senate, early after the opeu- 
ing of the next session of Congress, copies of the 
Instiuctions given to our Charge d’Affairs at the 
Hague, (if not inconsistent with the public inte- 
rests,) relative to the seizure and sequestration, 
of the ship Mary and cargo belonging to Bal- 
timore, by the Dutch Government at the island 
of Curracoa, during the year 1500; also, copies of 
communications whieh may have 
ceived from our said Charge d’Affairs at the Hague, 
to the Secretary of State, which may show the rea- 
sons assigned by the Dutch Government for so 
long refusing to restore to citizens of the United 
States their lawful property. 


BANKRUPT LAW AGAINST BANKS. 

Mr. GRUNDY moved that the Committee on 
the Judiciary be discharged from the turther consi- 
deration of .so much of the President's Message as 
related to the bankrupt law. 

On this motion : 

Mr. BENTON rose and said : The recommenda- 
tion of the President for a bankrupt law, applicable 
to banks and bankers, has been made the subject of 
repeated animadversion on this floor, and that 
while the subject was not before the Senate, but in 
the hands of acommittee. | noticed these animad- 
versions on a former occasion, not for argument, 
but for the purpose of exhibiting their unpartia- 
mentary character ; to dissent from their jusiness ; 
to express my own approbation of the recomnmenda- 
tion; and to declare myself ready to support sh 
whenever it could be done in a parliamentary man- 
ner, and without obliquing into a discussion foreign 
to the subject inhand. ‘The suitable occasion now 
preseuts itself; and | embrace it with pleasure, that 
the great remedial measure proposed by the Presi- 
dent, and called for by the rights and interests of 
the people, and by the character of the ec: uatry, 
may not be prejudiced by the unparhamentary and 
precocious assaults which have been made upon it. 

At the head of those who have made the attack 
on this part of the Message, and whose objections 
cover all the ground which has since been occu- 
pied by others, is the Senator from Massachusetts, 
who delivered his sentiments on the Treaszry note 
bill, (Mr. Webster.) That Senator spoke briefly, 
but comprehensively, against this Executive recom- 
mendation. He presented ail the points which 
others have since elaborated. In answering him, 
I answer all. His objections were particularly 


been Tee 


ot what he said so accurately condensed in one of 
the reports, that | think it the part of fairness to 


i 
| 
| noted as he delivered them; but I find the substance 
| 


drop my own notes, and to have recourse to that 
report for the text of the observations which I pro- 
pose to make.. This is the report: 


| 

| 

: 

““Now, Mr. President, it is certainly true that the Constitu 

tion authorizes Congress to establish uniiorm tules on the sub 

ject of bankruptcies; but it is equally true, and abundantly 

| manifest, that this power was not zranted with any reference 
tocurrency questions \t is a general power—a# power to make 
uniform rues on the subject. Hew is 1 possible that such a 
power can be fairly exercised hy seizing on corporations and 

bankers, but excluding all the other usual subjects of bank 

| rent laws? Besides, du such laws ordinarily extend to corpe 

| rations at all? But suppose they might be av extended by a 

bankrupt law enacted for the usual purposes Contemplated by 
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such laws, how can a inw be defended which embraces them 
and hankers alone? 

‘‘ How do the President's suggestions cenform to his notions 
of the Constitution? The object of bankrupt laws, sir, has no 
relation tocurrency Itis simply to distribute the effects of 
insolvent debtore among their creditors; and I must gay, it 
strikes me that it would be a great perversion of the power 
couferred on Congress, to exercise it upon corporations and 
bankers, with the leading and primary object of remedying a 
depreciated paper currency 

“And this eppears the more extraordinary, inasmuch as the 
President is of opiniun that the general subject of the currency 
is not within our province. Bankruptcy. in its common and 


just meaning; is within our province. Currency, says the 
Message, is not. But we havea bankruptey power in the Consti- 
tution, and we will use this power, not for bankruptcy, indeed, 


but for currency. This, I confess, sir, appears to me to be the 
short statement of the matier. I would not do the Message, 
or its author, ary intentional injustice, nor Crev'e any appa- 
rent where there was nota real incensistency; but I declare, 
jo all sincerty, that I cannot reconcile the proposed use of the 
bankrupt power with those opinions of the Message which 
respect the authority of Congress over the currency of the 
coontr;.”’ 

These are the objections which the Senator from 
Massachusetts takes to the Executive recommenda- 
tion. They are of a two-fold character: first; to 
the constitutional power of Congress to pass a 
bankrupt law, confined to moneyed corporations 
and bankers, and witha view to operate upon the 
paper currency; secondly, to the consistency of the 
President in having made such a recommendation. 

I take up the second of these objections first, 
because it creates a prejudice against the whole 
recommendation of the President. 
tion of inconsistency creates a prejudice; and it is 
necessary to remove that prejudice before the re- 
commendation can be fairly considered. The in- 
consistency imputed, lies in the supposed disclaimer 
of the President of all federal authority over the 
currency, and then, an assumption of power to re- 
gulate that currency, and to regulate it by an 
unauthorized exercise of the power to pass bank- 
rupt laws. This is the pointof the imputed in- 
consistency. It all turns upon this word cur- 
rency; and now, what currency does the Senator 
from Massachusetts mean? Certainly not the cur- 
rency of the Constitution; for the President recites 
the power to coin that currency, and to regulate 
its value. It must be the paper currency—the 
local bank notes and the shin-plasters—which are 
intended; and, if so, I have to remark that the 
President very explicitly disclaims both the autho- 
rity, and the expediency, of having recourse to a 
national bank to regulate that species of currency. 
He disclaims that instrument of regulation; and in 
doing so, he stands upen the Constitution, which 
disowns its existence; upon the fact, which shows 
ifs impotency; and upon the ground which the au- 
thors of the first national bank occupied, and to 
- whom the regulation of currency and of exchanges 
was wholly unknewn as among the reasons for its 
creation. These reasons are of modern concep- 
tion and recent date. They are an afler-thought 
of the subsequent supporters ef the second national 
bank. The President disclaims also a power to 
suppress the local banking institutions by federal 
legislation; but he no where disclaims the authority 
to prevent their paper issues from superseding 
and expelling the hard money currency of the 
Constitution. On the contrary, he claims that 
power, and points to the sources of its rightful ex- 
ercise in the incidental effects of federal legislation 
in favor of hard money as_ necessarily improving 
the condition of paper currency; and then he 
points to the bankrupt power as furnishing the 
direct means of checking the issues of non- 
Specie paying banks, and giving a remedy to 
the holders of their unpaid notes. This is what 
the President does; and nothing can be further from 
his words than a disclaimer of all authority over 
the regulation of eurrency. And here let me re- 
mark upor a systematic error into which some 
Senators incessantly fall: they always speak of the 
federal authority, and the federal duties over “the 
currenay,”’ meaning all the while, not gold and sil- 
ver, but bank notes and shin-plasters. Now, sir, 
I repeat, for about the thousandth time, that the 
word currency is not in the Constitution, nor any 
word whatsover which can mean what these speak- 
ersintend by it. The nearest approach to the 
term which the Constitution contains, is the werd 
current, and that is coupled with the word coin; so 
that the thing which gentlemen have constantly ,in 
their minds, and whieh they use an equivoeal term 
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to express, exists no where in the Constitution, and 
is notin any way known to that instrument, either 
by expression, or intendment. I think it right, on 
this occasion, thus to allude to the equivocal use of 
this phrase; for upon this equivocation there is 
built up, in these United States, an immensity of 
erroneous speaking, erroneous writing, and errone- 
ous legisla ion. Vast is the number of persons 
who are mystified by the use of an equivocal term; 
and in nothing does the rhetorician show the per- 
fection of his art in a higher degree, than in mak- 
ing a debate turn upon one of them. 

The Senator from Massachusetts, in tking his 
objections, declared that he would not do intenfion- 
al injustice to the Message or to its author; but it is 
the same thing to the Message, and to the author, if 
injustice had been done without intention; and this I 
apprehend to have been the case. The Message says 
nothing about confining the bankrupt law to corpo- 
-ations and bankers alone; it says nothing about 
excluding merchants and traders from the opera- 
tion of the law; and it proposes something else to 
result from the law, besides an operation upon cur- 
zency; and that something else is a remedy to the 
disappointed creditors of the delinquent banks. 
This is his recommendation: 

“ To the mean time, it is our duty to provide all the remedies 
against a depreciated paper currency which the Constitution 
enables us toafford. The Treasury Department, on several 
farmer occosions, has suggested the propriety and importance 
of a uniform law concerning bankruptcies of corporations and 
other bankers. Through the instrumentality of such a Jaw, a 
salutary check may doubtleas be imposed on the issues of paper 
money, and an effectual remedy given to the citizen, in a way 
at once equal in all parts of the Union, and fully autborized by 
the Constitation.”’ 

This is the recommendation—the whole of it; 
and here is no proposition to exclude merchants 
and traders; and here is an actual proposition to 
give aremedy to the injured citizens against the 
delinquent banks; which remedy would naturally 
be a pro rata distribution of the effects of the bank- 
rupt institutions. Here, then, is injustice to the 
Message, in not stating it as it is, but as it is not; 
and here, also, is injustice to the author, in repre- 
senting him as opposed to the extension of the 
bankrupt law to merchants and traders, when the 
records of this Senate bear the evidence of the fact 
that he has been one of the most able and zealous 
supporters of sach a law applicable to the trading 
part of the community. I speak of the bill of 1827, 
brought in by General Hayne, of South Carolina, 
and earnestly supported by the present Chief Magis- 
trate, then a member of this body. It is unjust to 
suppose that the present Chief Magistrate would 
object to a bill which should include now those for 
whom he so strenuously contended when a member 
of this body: there is nothing in the recommenda- 
tion to deter the friends of a general bankrupt law 
from coming forward to include the trading class 
with the banking class; on the contrary, there may 
be something to encourage them. A general bill 
to include banks, as well as traders, might combine 
more support than the bills for the latter class alone 
have heretofore received. Besides, if the President 
had expressly recommended the exclusion of other 
classes from the bill, it would have been no impedi- 
ment to the action of Congress. His recommenda. 
tion would have been no prohibition upvun their 
powers. They might have included what classes 
they pleased; and if they included those for which 
he contended in 1827, the bill might have become 
the more acceptable to him on that account. 

The Senator from Massachusetts objects to our 
constitutional power to pass such a bankrupt law 
as the President recommends, qualifying that re- 
commendation, as he does, with a limitation of the 
law to bankers and banking corporations, and witha 
primary view to the regulation of a paper money 
currency. I have shown that this qualification is 
an error anda mistake; and in doing that, I have 
sufficiently answered the Senator's objection; but I 
choose to go further, and to show not only the con- 
stitutional right, but the clear expediency, of passing 
such an act as the President recommends, whether 
merchants and traders shall be included in it or 
not. 

The power of Congress to pass bankrupt laws 
is expressly given in our Constitution, and given 
without limitation or qualification. It is the fourth 
in the number of the enumerated powers, and rans 


thus: “Congress shall have power—to establish ap 
uniform rule of naturalization, and uniform laws 
on the subject of bankruptcies throughout the 
United States.” This isa full and clear gran: of 
power. Upon its face it admits of no question 
and leaves Congress at full liberty to pass any kin, 
of bankrupt laws they please, limited only by th, 
condition, that whatever laws are passed, they arp 
to be uniform in their operation -thronghont th 
United States, Upon the face of our own Cony. 
tution there is no question of our right to Pass q 
bankrupt law, linited to banks ond bankers; but 
the Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. Webster ) 
and others who have spoken on the same side With 
him, must carry us te England, and conduct ys 
through the labyriuth of English statute law, ang 
through the chaos of English judicial decisions 
to learn what this word bankruptcies, in our 
Constitution, is intended to signify. Iw this he 
and they, are true to the habits of the legal pro. 
fession—those habits which, both in Great Britain 
and our America, have become a proverbial dis. 
qualification for the proper exercise of legislative 
duties. I know, Mr. President, that it is the fate 
of our lawyers and judges to have to ran to British 
law books to find out the meaning of the phrases 
contained in our Constitution; but it is the bus. 
ness of the legislator, and of the statesman, to take 
a larger view—to consider the difference between 
the politicai institutions of the two countries 
ascend to first principles—to know the causes of 
events—-and to judge how far what was suitable 
and beneficial to one, might be prejudicial and in. 
applicable io the other. We stand here as legisla. 
tors and statesmen, not as lawyers and judges; we 
have a grant of power to execute, not a slatute to 
interpret ; and our first duty is to look to that grant, 
and see what it is; and our next duty is to look 
over our country, and see whether there is any 
thing in it which requires the exercise of that grant 
of power. This is what our President has done, 
and what we ought todo. He has looked into the 
Constitution, and seen there an unlimited grant of 
power to pass uniform laws on the subject of bank- 
ruptcies; and he has looked over the United States, 
and seen what he believes to be fit subjects for 
the exercise of that power, namely, abouta thou 
sand banks in a state of bankruptcy, and no 
State possessed of authority to act beyond its own 
limits in remedying the evils of a mischief so vast 
and so frightful. Seeing these two things—a power 
to act, and a subject matter requiring action—the 
President has recommended the action which the 
Constitution permits, and which the subject re 
quires; but the Senator from Massachusetts has 
risen in his place, and called upon us to shift our 
view; to transfer our contemplation—from the Coa- 
sitution of the United States.to the British statue 
book—from agfual bankruptcy among ourselves to 
historical bankruptcy in England; and to confine 
our legislation to the characteristics of the English 
model. 

As a general proposition, I lay it down that Con- 
gress is not coufined, like jurists and judges, to the 
English statuory definitions, or the Nisi Prius, ot 
King’s Bench, construction of the phrases known 
to English legislation, and used in our Constitation. 
Such a limitation would not only narrow us down 
to a mere lawyer’s view of a subject, but would 
limit us, in point of time, to English precedents, a 
they stood at the adoption of our Constitution, m 
the year 1789. I protest against this absuriily, 
and contend that we are to use our granted powels 
according to the circumstances of our own coun 
iry, and according to the genius of our repablicat 
institutions, and according to the progress of event, 
and the expansion of light and knowledge among 
ourselves. If not, and if we are to be confined W 
the “usual objects,” and the ‘ usuat.subgeets,” and 
the “ usual purposes” of British legislation at th 
time of the adoption of our Consiitution, how could 
Congress ever make a law in relation to steal 
boats, or to railroad cars? both of which were a! 
known to British legislation in 1789, and, therefore, 
according to the idea that would send us to & 
land to find out the meaning of our Constitutio®, 
would not fall within the limits of our legislatvt 
authority. Upon their face, the words of the Cor 
stitution are sufficient to justify the President's * 
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